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Future Events

MSWA Meetings

January 10th 2014
Annual General Meeting

February 8th
Quentin Smith - How to use

 marquetry to enhance turnings.  
From a flat surface through to 

compound curves.

Other Events

January 12th

 Wassailing
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

 Club Competitions 

January
Challenge – A tea light or candle 

holder

Premier Cup – An abstract
 piece based on turning

Novice – A Bud Vase

Chairman's Notes

The MSWA took its now almost traditional stand at the Staffordshire 

Wildlife Trust Christmas Fayre.  We do this for two or three reasons, 

to support the local charity, to give the club some exposure within the 

local community, and it allows club members to clear some of their 

year's output by selling it on the stand.

On those grounds, the outing was a successful one.  We made a 

good contribution to the charity's funds, and a similar one to our own 

club funds, talked to a number of people who expressed an interest 

in coming to club meetings, and those members who had put work 

on the stand were able to make an impressive number of sales over 

the two days.  Our only regret was that once again the stand was 

manned only by the committee plus two other members.  We did not 

see any other members throughout the weekend.  Support, even on 

a purely moral basis, would have been welcome.

There is a similar event on January 12th, this time only for the 

afternoon.  Your support would be appreciated.  We need stock for 

sale, anything with an apple theme!

January brings the Annual General Meeting.  The present Officers of 

the Club have indicated their willingness to stand for re-election.  It 

would be of considerable assistance and long-term benefit to the club 

if we could additional people perhaps shadowing one of the posts.  

Please contact me if you are interested in such a role.

Finally, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Philip Watts

Chairman
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Editor's Scribblings

Leafing through an old wood turning book the other day looking for inspiration, I came across the 
instruction “Finish off the project with a scrap of fine sand paper”.  None of this working through the all 
the grits up to 1200 grade then!  It reminded me of working with a retired shipwright (pardon me if I have 
told you this story before) who said that when he was an apprentice there were only two grades of sand 
paper, “new” and “worn”.

Christmas is the time for giving, and the time for my wife to come up with ideas for turned items to give 
to unsuspecting relatives and friends.  This year two orders were for egg-cups and wooden eggs.  
These had to come in three sizes in order to become a sorting toy for one grandson and the little girl 
next door.  A supermarket “large” size in pine was partnered by a larger mahogany pair and topped off 
with something approaching an Ostrich sized egg and matching egg-cup in cherry, or garden tree wood 
as it tends to be called.

Not difficult unless you get into discussions about precisely what the shape of an egg should be.  
Everybody has a stylised concept of what an egg shape is.  For a more precise and mathematical 
definition, go to Wikipedia.  This is what you get:

Egg shape

The shape of an egg is approximately half of each of a prolate (long) and a roughly spherical (potentially 
even slightly oblate/short) ellipsoid joined at the equator, sharing a principal axis of rotational symmetry, 
as illustrated above. Although the term egg-shaped usually implies a lack of reflection symmetry across 
the equatorial plane, it may also refer to true prolate ellipsoids. It can also be used to describe the 2-
dimensional figure that, revolved around its major axis, produces the 3-dimensional surface. Refer to the 
following equation for an approximation of a 3D egg where the letter "a" represents any positive 
constant:

 

Note that the equation still only gives an approximation for an egg, so no precise definition there then.

However, not all the hens laying for the supermarkets have access to the Internet, so they just lay what 
comes naturally.  So anything I turn that is anywhere near “egg-shaped” can be legitimately described 
as such.  Which doesn't stop my wife giving me her opinion!

Philip Watts

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_(food)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_axis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reflection_symmetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotational_symmetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principal_axis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellipsoid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oblate_spheroid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prolate_spheroid
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December demonstration  - Andrew Hall

Andrew Hall has made his reputation in the professional woodturning world as “the hat man”.  A self-
confessed disciple of Johannes Michelsen, his first recollection of turning is at school, turning a bowl 
from laminated timber with scraping tools adapted from old files.  That bowl is back in his possession 
and formed part of his display.

Andrew combined practical demonstration with a Powerpoint presentation from his laptop to great effect 
throughout the evening.  Other demonstrators could perhaps take note.

His hats are made from greenwood, the fresher the better.  Woods such as beech, maple and sycamore 
are all favoured.  The timber for the demonstration came from a freshly felled tree from Jesmond Dene, 
a park in the suburbs of Newcastle upon Tyne.  The log had been split in two along a centre line and 
each blank wrapped in an industrial grade cling film to prevent them from drying out.

The blank was first mounted on a 6 inch diameter faceplate or faceplate ring using a good quality wood-
screw, Spax being a typical brand.  Truing up employed a long grind bowl gouge with the wings well 
swept back.  Andrew grinds his tools using a jig and hones them with a Carbon Boron Nitride slip.  The 
blank was shaped into a truncated cone. From the top of this, Andrew extracted a ring that could be 
used later as the basis for a mirror or picture frame.

An outline of the calculation required to determine the size of the hat followed.  A flexible curve wrapped 
around the head gives the starting point with the outline being transferred to a piece of card.  The 
diameter of the outside of the hat is derived from the average of the two measurements at right angles 
to each other, the front and back and side to side.  A total of 28mm is added to this dimension to allow 
for wood movement and shrinkage etc..  The outside of the hat was turned to this dimension with the 
base of the cone being swept in a natural ogee curve into what would become the upper surface of the 
brim.  A tenon to allow the blank to be reversed and held directly in the chuck was turned on the outer 
end of the blank.

Andrew did not complete the normal sanding process within the demonstration, to avoid dust and there 
being no need to show that part of the process.  Normally, he would have used cloth backed abrasives, 
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commencing with 80 grit and working through to 240 with the abrasive supplemented with water.  He 
has found no point in working with finer grades, since the water only raises the grain.  On completion the 
blank is washed down to remove the slurry.

A hat band was then marked on the hat at the junction with the brim.  Pencils from the Derwent Pencil 
Co were used, these being waterproof and less likely to bleed. Typical colours are black, chocolate and 
olive brown.  Finally, the tenon was trued up with care to ensure that the blank would run true when 
reversed onto the chuck.  This is essential when the final thickness (or should that be thinness) is taken 
into consideration.. There is little room for error.

Now the hat was reversed onto the chuck, with the faceplate or faceplate ring only being removed when 
the blank has been checked for true running.  The base of the blank, now exposed as the underside of 
the hat was trued up with a ½ inch bowl gouge.  The interior of the hat was removed in much the same 
way as one would turn out a bowl.

Time for the most challenging part of the project, turning down the hat to its ultimate thickness.  Andrew 
aims for 4mm on his largest hats, 3mm for mid-sized and 2mm for the model hats.  A light source was 
used to provide a continuous reference to the wall thickness.  This technique is sufficiently sensitive to 
detect the difference between end and cross grain.  Care is required, however, to avoid the heat of the 
light from drying out the wood blank in the process and Andrew switched the light off whenever he 
stopped to describe the next part of the sequence.  Once the brim and side-wall had been turned, the 
hat was immersed in water to restore the moisture content.

Completion of the turning took place with the hat removed from the chuck and remounted on a light box 
held in the chuck.  This item comprised of a number of small battery powered torches held in rubber 
bands to give a push fit inside the box.  The part completed hat was then held on the outside of the light 
box with a barrier of router or non-slip mat between hat and box, allowing the top thickness to be 
reduced to the required amount using delicate cuts with a bowl gouge.  Sanding down through the grits 
as before completed the work.

The hats are delicate items even at this stage and they are left to “rest” at least an hour before being 
placed on the bending jig to form the brim into the desired shape.

Examples of Andrew's work on display.
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December Competition

The December Competition in the Novice Series was for a natural edge bowl.  Two entries were 
received.  

David Neale took first place with John McElroy providing the second entry.  Regrettably, the Club 
Photographer failed to get a picture, for which I apologise.  Both were of a high standard.  The winner of 
the Novice Cup is barred from future competition in this section and must, henceforth, tackle the 
Challenges.  Both these turners are equally capable and should have no fears.

Results for this this year, so far.

So, John McElroy takes the Novice Cup, and the Challenge Cup goes to the wire with Ted Gill and Hugh 
Field separated by one point.  This is almost as exciting as Master Chef!.

Next year's competitions are shown on the programme for 2014 on the next page.  Time to put your 
thinking caps on.

Newsletter

 The Newsletter is for your and the club's benefit.  If you have something to say then write it and send it 
to me for inclusion.  I can accept text in almost any format, although simple text files are the best.   
Similarly, I can accept photographs in both hard and soft copy, in many formats.
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Field Hugh 0 4 2 2 3 3 14

Gill Edward 0 1 4 4 4 13

Heath Albert 0 1 1

Vance 0 4 4

John 4 4 4 3 3 18 0

David 4 3 4 4 15 0

Geoff 0 2 3 3 8

Powell Philip 3 4 7 3 2 5

Smith Brian 0 1 2 3

Watts Philip 0 1 1 2 4

Lupton 

McElroy

Neale

Payne
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 Club information

Your club committee for 2013 is:-

Chairman -  Philip Watts
Email:  chairman@mswa.co.uk 
Tel. 0121 308 7838
Secretary – John McElroy
Email:  secretary@mswa.co.uk 
Treasurer – Vance Lupton
Email:  treasurer@mswa.co.uk 
Assistant Treasurer – Hugh Field
Events Secretary – Ted Gill
Email:   events  @mswa.co.uk   
Abrasives - 

Newsletter editor – Philip Watts
Email: editor@mswa.co.uk
Webmanager – Philip Watts
Email:webman@mswa.co.uk

Committee Members

Albert Heath
Dawn Hopley
Peter Worrall

Health and Safety Advisor
Hugh Field

Please only use phone numbers if absolutely 
necessary.

 Merchandise

 Abrasives

If you need that finishing touch, the club has 
packs of Abranet, recommended by 
demonstrators and other club members, at 
£2.20 for a set of 7 sheets - 120 -600 grit.

 Books and DVDsThe club has the following 
DVDs amongst others for hire.

MSWA DVD List

1 AWGB Instant Gallery 1991-2003

2 Sharpening GMC
3 Turning Projects with Richard Raffan
4 Turning Wood with Alan Holtham – Table lamp
5Colouring wood – Jan Sanders
6 3 Disc collection – Trent Bosch
7 Bowls for Beginners – Ray Jones
8 Course on Spindle Turning – Ray Jones
9 Making and Decorating Platters – Mick Hanbury
10 Making and Decorating Boxes – Mick Hanbury
11 Turn It On – Vol 1 – Jimmy Clewes
12 Turn It On – Vol 2 – Jimmy Clewes
13 Turn It On – Vol 3 – Jimmy Clewes
14 All Glued Up No1 – Sue Harker
15 Turned Out Nice Again – Sue Harker
16 Wood Turning with Steve Heeley – Steve Heeley
17 Woodcut Turning Tools
18 Robert Sorby Specialist Tools
19 Inlaid and Novelty Boxes – Chris Stott
20 Hope for us all – Simon Hope
21 Hope for us all – Vol2 – Simon Hope
22 Wet Turning With a Difference – Stuart Mortimer
23 AWGB Seminar 2011
24 Turning Green Wood – Michael O’DonnellD
25 Woodturning, a craftsman's guide. - Mark Baker

Dawn Hopley has taken over the 
responsibility for these items and may be 
seen at Club Meetings

mailto:webman@mswa.co.uk
mailto:editor@mswa.co.uk
mailto:events@mswa.co.uk
mailto:events@mswa.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@mswa.co.uk
mailto:secretary@mswa.co.uk
mailto:chairman@mswa.co.uk
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Turning tips

This section is for any tips or advice you would 
like to pass on to other members. It doesn't 
matter what it is, if you discovered something 
you found useful, that you think may benefit 
others, please pass it on.

Useful websites and suppliers

There is a lot of information available on the 
internet but some is better than others. If you 
come across any useful sites, please let me 
know and I will publish them here.

Steve is a member of Coombe Abbey Turners and has a 
massive stock of timber which he is happy to sell to 
turners and woodworkers. The timber consists mostly of 
locally sourced native hardwoods, planked and kiln dried, 
and is available at great prices; some really lovely stuff. 
Steve lives in Sapcote in Leicestershire, not too far away, 
and close enough to Axminster in Nuneaton for a joint 
visit! Steve can be contacted on 01455 273894, and his 
website is www.woodcharm.co.uk 

In Kingsbury Water Park they have created a log yard and 
have a large supply of various timbers. It would appear 
that they are bringing all the forestry felling for North 
Warwickshire to this site for disposal. They have large 
pieces down to branches and sections from Birch, Oak, 
Beech and other locally grown woods. Please note that 
these are "green", although some of the larger pieces 
have been there for a year or two. The only downside is 
that you have to pay £3.50 to get into the car park. Go to 
the Park shop and ask for James and they will radio for 
him to come to the yard. If he is not available, Fred will 
assist.

Questions and answers

This section is an opportunity for members to 
ask questions for other members to answer, 
primarily about wood-turning but I see no reason 
why this couldn't be extended further. There is a 
lot of knowledge in the club on many subjects 
and this should be an easy way to get    
answers.

Items for sale or wanted

If you have any items for sale, or if you are 
trying to find something, send me the details and 
I will put it in the next issue.

For Sale

Axminster Jet Bench Top Circular Saw JTS-10

Assembled and complete with stand

Little used and taking up room       £150

Ring Philip Watts on 0121 308 7838

Custom Toolrests – David Fields 

David’s grandson is able to make tool-rests, similar to the 
Robert Sorby system, out of round steel bar. These can 
be tailored to suit your requirements i.e. tool-post stem 
and length of the actual tool-rest. At the moment he is only 
doing straight tool-rests but bowl rests may be feasible in 
the future. 
And if you have a Record lathe and do small spindles, he 
has developed a cranked tool-post, allowing the tool-rest 
to get close to the work, without the banjo dropping off the 
front bed bar.
If you would like to see one, or want to discuss your 
requirements, please have a chat with David on 01283 
229072

Carnauba wax polishes – Paul Bellamy

Following the favourable reaction to the polishing kits Paul 
started earlier this year, he has established a supply of 
carnauba wax flakes. These can be used to make your 
own ‘sticks’ or mixed with other components to make a 
range of polishes. He is selling these in 250g bags but 
could do larger quantities if you need it. He also has some 
ready-made wax blocks, comprising 60% beeswax/ 40% 
carnauba. These are softer than most ‘wood-turning 
sticks’ but he prefers this as it doesn’t score your work. 

He also has more of his ‘Buffing kits’, similar to Chestnut’s 
system. For more details, e-mail him at 
paul.bellamy@mswa.co.uk

mailto:paul.bellamy@mswa.co.uk
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