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Editor: Paul Bellamy

Future Events

March 6" - MSWA meeting
David Springett

April 3™ - MSWA meeting
Mike Hanbury

24-26". April - Spring Woodex

Warwickshire Exhibition Centre
Tickets £2.50 No advance
booking. Free parking
http://www.woodex.co.uk/

e Club Competitions

March Challenge cup
A mug tree

April Novice cup
Any piece of fruit

Premier Cup, January 2010
A piece of abstract art!!!

Issue 37 - February 2009

Notes from the Chairman

As | write this the snow still lies inches thick on the garden and | am not sure that
this winter has finished with us yet. Under these circumstances | was really
pleased with the turnout for our meeting this month, especially as we had to
cancel our committee meeting earlier in the week and there had remained a
doubt over the roads right up to the day of our meeting. So well done everyone
who attended and showed your commitment to the club.

It was also a pleasure to see our new AWGB regional representative Dave
Wilcox at the meeting doing what he promised and visiting the clubs, thereby
strengthening the links between us and the Association hierarchy. In particular
he mentioned some of the opportunities that are available to us as individuals, all
of which can be seen on the AWGB website. These include the opportunity for
attending the AWGB 2009 seminar where the Association pay the costs. Also
training events for young members and in demonstration skills for those
considering becoming a demonstrator are available. He also drew attention to
lottery grants that were available and to several branches that had been
successful in obtaining funding for equipment. All things for us to think about.

Our demonstration this month by our own founding member Ken Allen proved to
be a colourful event and showed that you do not need to spend considerable
sums on wood dies and fancy colouring techniques, just pinch a few of your
grandchild’s colouring felt tip pens. After all they seem to come in sets of
anything from a dozen up to hundreds, so they aren’t going to miss a few are
they. | particularly liked his method of turning a flower from a bit of Hazel stick,
just in time to produce a few for Valentine’s day, or am | being a bit too mean.
More impressive though was the square natural edge bowl he turned even if the
bark decided not to hang on. The importance of not catching the tips of the
square corners is second only to not letting the tips catch you in my opinion. It is
the sort of article that could quite easily result in a trip to A&E if considerable
care is not taken. Needless to say, Ken made it look easy but he has been
turning for a lot longer than most of us. Thanks for another interesting evening
Ken.

Finally | have to mention our demonstrator for next month, David Springett who's
work almost defies belief in its skill and complexity and | am sure we are in for an
amazing evening on this his first ever visit to our club. But don't just take my
word for it, if you can, have a look at http://www.davidspringett.fws1.com/ and
you will see what | mean.

John

Editors note: If you use Dave Springetts website, be ready to cancel lots of
advertising pop ups. He is using a free webspace provider and that is how they
fund it. A bit annoying but worth putting up with to read Dave's pages.

And if you are interested in buying any of his books, he is bringing some with
him so you can save on postage.
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Editor's scribblings

Well the first demonstration meeting of 2009 nearly didn't take place. Fortunately the snow and ice held off long enough
for many of the club and several guests to see Ken Allen perform his magic on various bits of wood. For me it was even
more enjoyable as Ted Webster had volunteered to do the write up of the demonstration so | could just watch without
having to frantically scribble down notes. Thanks Ted, great job. If anyone else would like to help out, if only to do it for
one meeting, please let me know.

As with every new year, we all have ideas for change and | have been considering some for the newsletter. To date |
have had very few comments about the newsletter; contents, layout, style but if you have any suggestions, please let me
know. | am always willing to try things.

That's all for now,

Paul

What is it?
Can you identify the object in the picture.
Send your answers to me and the first person with the correct answer
will have their name published in next month's newsletter.

Last month's picture was a recorder stand, courtesy of Philip Watts.
My daughter plays the flute. She now has an alto flute as well as a normal one. This means that in a concert she needs
a stand to park her flutes on. The design is not yet fully refined and may be changed as she wanted it to be collapsible so
that it could be packed into her music bag but yet be sufficiently stable when in use.

Nobody guessed the right answer but a few people thought it was a mechanism for winding wool into balls - reminded me
of my childhood! | wonder how many others helped their Mum with that job?

2008 Novice cup winner

Congratulations to Brian Garratt,
receiving his cup from our chairman, John Smith.
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@ Club information

Your club committee for 2009 comprises:-

Chairman - John Smith

Tel. 01889 577380 Mob. 07976 913811
Email: chairman@mswa.co.uk

Secretary - Dawn Hopley

Tel. 01543 878714 Mob. 07860 501379
Email: secretary@mswa.co.uk

Treasurer - Roy Fallows

Tel. 01543 491826

Email: treasurer@mswa.co.uk

Tel.

Email:

Events secretary - Geoff Payne

Tel. 01543 480744 Mob. 07775 518769
Email: events@mswa.co.uk

Abrasives - Terry Gray

Tel. 01889 576921

Email: terrygr-marg@tiscali.co.uk

Raffle - Margaret Hill

Tel. 01543 876187

Email: margaret.hill@mswa.co.uk

Newsletter editor - Paul Bellamy

Tel. 01543 472669 Mob. 07946 980978
Email: editor@mswa.co.uk

Member's representatives

Peter Worrall

Tel. 01785 840370

Email: worrall9pn@btinternet.com

Ron Barnsley

Tel. 01902 685754 Mob. 07760 474672
Email: ronbarnsley@sky.com

Please only use phone numbers if absolutely necessary.

Next issue
Write up on Dave Springett's demonstration.
That said, articles, pictures etc. from any other members

will help keep the newsletter going. After all it is YOUR
newsletter.

m Merchandise

m Clothing

The club has a selection of items for sale, all featuring
the club name on a blue background.

Sweatshirts (dark blue) £12.00
T-shirts (light blue) £7.00
Baseball caps £6.00

The T-shirts are ideal for the workshop at this time of
year; nice and cool, but they are also smart enough to
wear down the high street.

See John Smith at the club meetings if you would like to
purchase any item of club clothing.

Abrasives

If you need that finishing touch, Terry Gray has packs of
Abranet, recommended by demonstrators and other club
members, at £2.10 for a set of 7 sheets - 120 -600 grit.

Newsletter Archive on CD

A CD is now available with all the newsletters for 2006,
2007 and 2008, together with images of the original
newsletters from '94-'98. The cost is £2.50 which
includes a contribution to club funds. If you would like
one, please let me know. Paul

ﬁ Books and DVDs

Just a reminder. The club has books and DVDs for hire.
There is quite a selection and the fee helps support the
club.
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February competitions results
This month was a kitchen roll holder

Well done to all entrants but what about everyone else? Where are your pieces?
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Over ten years ago the magazine Fine Woodworking published a number of books on woodworking. Each book dealt
with a specific topic and each was made up of about forty articles that had previously been published in the magazine.

Fine Woodworking - Book Review by Philip Watts

| first came across these books in a local charity book shop and purchased titles such as “Spindle Turning” and “Wood
and how to dry it”. More recently, | discovered one on “Faceplate Turning” in a remaindered book shop in Lichfield. This
was brand new but had obviously been lurking in some store room since the print date of 1995.

The majority of the material contained in them is American in origin which means that the choice of woods is biassed in
the direction of the many woods available in North America, but British and other nationalities are included. The
articles are well detailed and illustrated in black and white. The surprising thing is that so many of the techniques
described are ones that are described as new today. There are articles on texturing of turned items using hand grinders,
the build-up of new forms by sectioning and re-assembly of hollow forms, and on segmented turning.

| would certainly recommend these books to any wood turner looking for further inspiration, and will obviously be keeping
my eyes open for the other titles in the series.

Fine
WoodWorking
on

REMAP Charity

The club supports CHADS, a charity for the disabled, through the sale of small turned items at its displays.

There is another way that individual members could provide direct assistance to disabled and handicapped people within
the community.

REMAP is a charity that brings together engineers, technicians, model makers and others together with occupational
therapists and other health professionals to provide aids and equipment for disabled people where there is not a
commercial product in the market place.

Some of the items are simple such as tables adapted to suit the height of wheelchairs or modified cutlery. Others are
more complicated and employ sophisticated technology to make computers and computer games easier to manage.
They all provide one common feature, that of providing something that gives independence to an individual.

The charity does not provide items that are available in the commercial market place but will adapt them if they are not
wholly suitable. The individual approach to any new problem will depend in the first instance upon the skills available
from the members of the local REMAP panel but a national database is in being to permit a sharing of ideas between
panels.

There are panels throughout the country including one in mid-Staffordshire who meet on a regular basis to share ideas
and allocate cases. If you are interested in finding more about REMAP, either speak to me at an MSWA meeting or visit
the REMAP website at www.remap.org.uk.

Philip Watts

Page 5 of 11

Document ref. C:\MSWA\Newsletter\2009\02_February\MSWA_February_09.Doc




The Holtzapffel Experience - Gordon Fradley

This is the second part of Gordon's tale about the discovery and reunion of one of these amazing lathes, even more
interesting as it happened only a few weeks ago and in our area. Even if you have never seen or heard of Ornamental
Turning, it is a fascinating tale, straight from Gordon's diary.

Wednesday 17 December 2008.

A.M. Today, at the almost ungodly hour of 02:12 John Edwards sends me the following e-mail message:-

Gordon,

You will not believe this but No. 2410 is MY LATHE!!! It had already got a lot of equipment when | got it but, from the
notes that came with it, there was evidently a lot missing. This was one of the most expensive lathes ever made,
When first sold in 1892 it was £670. Here is a picture of it plus its history.

( see appendix)

John.

Later. | am still getting over the shock of John’s news. In the miraculous time of one week we have traced the owner of
lathe #2410 and | am fervently hoping that we can bring about a re-union in the New Year.

The next few days before Christmas, e-mails and phone calls sped through the ether discussing the best way to proceed
with the disposal of these items. Jim and Steve request that all transactions be done through me

and wish to see me again to discuss the various options. | feel that Steve doesn’t want to wait until the Society’s
November 2009 AGM although this would be the best time to Auction when a reserve price could be established for each
item and a full catalogue prepared for world wide circulation. What a stir this will cause! Charges of £100 for evaluation
and 10% auction fees have been forwarded to Jim and Steve.

Friday 19 December 2008

A.M. John Edwards can't sleep either and sends me an e-mail at 03.37.

Gordon,

Both Bob and | are available to visit, more or less any time, as soon as required. Bob will be sending you a copy of the
rules by which the Society’s Disposal Committee operates and perhaps you can explain these to the current owner and
his friend. | hope they will accept your guidance and Bob’s valuation as being independent and fair so that | can buy the
collection.

In view of the expense of travelling, | hope | can make just one visit and pay and collect at the same time. | think Bob
could probably make a preliminary valuation from your photographs and, if that amount is acceptable to the owner and
also within my means, | could pay with cash on the day. John.

Later. | am sending a further e-mail to Jim to apprise him of the latest news.

Dear Jim and Steve,

Assuming you still wish to dispose of the equipment, here is what | propose and this is supported by the Society’s
President, Nick Edwards. As early as possible in the New Year, | will arrange with you both to fix a date for viewing. John
Edwards will travel up from his home in Kent and will be accompanied by Robert Wade from Cheltenham, one of the
Society’s senior assessors and member of the Disposals sub-committee. | will bring them over to meet you and hopefully
get down to some serious listing and evaluation.

It has been suggested that the Society will invoke the services of Christies if necessary but personally | think you will be
delighted to accept any offers made, there and then. But perhaps we will reserve judgement on that one.

The President has e-mailed me to indicate that John Edwards should be given first refusal on this collection associated
with his lathe #2410 but John has indicated that he would like to buy the complete collection.

Best wishes to you both and your families for Christmas.

Gordon.

Thursday 1 January 2009

A.M. With Christmas done and dusted, | have just rung Jim to tell him that John and Bob will travel up this week-end if
required. Jim said they were thinking of asking me to go over on Saturday.

Later. Jim rings back, having spoken to Steve, saying that they are happy

to meet with John, Bob and myself next Saturday. | have left a message on John's answer phone and | will now ring Bob
to let him know of this development.

Friday 2 January 2009.

A.M. | am phoning John to make sure he received my earlier message. He tells me he will try to hire a van, and will ring
me back after speaking to Bob.

Later. John rings back at noon to confirm that he and Bob will arrive here at Hyde Lea, between 10.30 and 11.00 am,
tomorrow, Saturday 3 January.

At last, we're nearly there; tomorrow we will hopefully see the equipment re-united with the current owner of lathe # 2410.
I'll never sleep tonight.
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Saturday 3 January 2009.

The trio of Society members duly arrived in Hednesford and for the first time, Bob and John were able to see and handle
the treasure trove of equipment.

Another interesting discovery was the newspaper that had been used to wrap up some of the items. It was dated 1971
which was the very year that Ronald Adames bought the lathe from Robert Benthall. (see appendix)Was it then that this
equipment was separated from the lathe and which of the two was responsible for such an act? We might yet discover.

Steve hitched a flat loader trailer to his tractor and we carried out all the items and neatly displayed them on the trailer.
Fortunately the weather was kind to us; cold but very sunny, and a number of cameras were soon flashing away to record
this extremely special occasion. After warming cups of coffee, Bob continued with his evaluation and his assessment of
any changes in value now that he could see and handle the pieces. Later Bob gave Steve his considered and
professional estimate of value, the payment of expenses and the Society’s valuation fee were settled and John made his
offer to Steve to purchase everything on display. The shaking of hands quickly sealed the deal and John and Steve
disappeared into the shed to exchange the agreed price. The deal was done, the equipment loaded into John’s hire van
and goodbyes and handshakes were made before we headed home.

It was a long day for you John, but hopefully a happy one.

To you, Bob, my grateful thanks for your interest and your work for the Society. | hope the windscreen washers didn’t
freeze up again on that cold journey home.

Big thanks to you Jim and Steve for all your efforts. | know that Jim’s greatest wish would have been to meet and talk with
the great man himself, John Jacob Holtzapffel. And Jim also expressed his pleasure in the knowledge that the re-union
that had just been accomplished would surely have pleased Holtzapffel too.

For me, it was a very happy time, something | shall long remember when John Jacob Holtzapffel played Santa Claus for
Christmas

The appendix, on the right, lists the History
of lathe # 2410 as compiled by John
Edwards. Additional pictures by John show
the lathe in its many disguises.

Gordon Fradley 07 January 20009.
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Cut and Paste picture of Holtz. # 2410

#2410 with Epicycloidal cutting frame & 2 stage Geometric chuck
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Ken Allen demonstration
by Ted Webster

One of Ken'’s forte s as a demonstrator is his fondness of dropping pearls of wisdom from time to time as he
proceeds with his demo on the lathe. This month’s visit was no exception as he enlightened us making a
spinning top on a tower, a very effective flower head from a piece of green sapling and as the finale, a winged
bowl. Along the way we were shown colouring with water -based dyes, recovered from dried up pens ,or
purloined from the grandchildren’s’ goody box.

First up was the spinning top on a tower. The 40mm square blank was turned to
the round and had a dovetail formed for chucking later. After forming the rough
shape the detail was formed using bead, short cove and vase cuts. The spinning
top blank was parted off from the end.The top was formed using a cone drive to
minimise any problem arising from a rare possible dig in. First the central point
was formed on which the top would spin, this point
needs to be about 10 mm below the wide edge of the
top to ensure a low centre of gravity. The upper part
was shaped as a finial, then coloured with the
recovered dyes and polished with melamine, diluted
50/50 with thinner. The top is placed on the recess on
top of the tower, and rotated in the normal way between the fingers.

Next, a surprisingly attractive artificial flower head was made from a piece of green
sapling mounted in the scroll chuck. This blank needs to be really green, the wetter
the better, Concentric rings of petals were formed in the end grain using the long
point of a skew leaving the cut raised somewhat. The remaining wood was
reduced to form a stem and the piece parted off, When dyed as before, a convincing flower head resembling a
garden pink, just opening resulted.

Ken’s end grain tool was presented, which is an ordinary 3/8” spindle gouge with the flute at the round end
ground square. Presented to the wood ,the cutting part is the edge between the bevel and the flat grind formed
above. The tool certainly give a good surface on end grain.

In the workplace as defined in the H and S at work act, Ken warned us of the danger in feeling the edge of
sharp, or otherwise ,tool with the thumb. How else to do it?-room for thought here!

Finally we saw a winged bowl made. The blank was beech prepared on the band
saw removing the corners leaving bark attached in two sides. After turning the
outside to shape, the inside was started, cutting first from the edge inwards to the
centre. This is important in getting a edge to the bowl of a constant thickness. It
avoids flexing that would otherwise happen if cutting outwards leaving very little
support, Ken put a small bead around the edge of the bowl part which makes a
neat detail. To finish the underneath part, the bowl was reverse chucked with
some router mat against the scroll chuck. A rotating tail stock was brought up to
the foot centre.

As usual Ken was in demand during the break discussing details that came up in the demo so far, and ,of
course judging this month’s competition entries. Altogether the usually informative and interesting evening that
we have always expected from Ken.

Editor note: My thanks to Ted for the excellent write up. | hope this might encourage other members to 'have a
go'. It certainly lets me get the newsletter out much sooner.
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| was sent an email by David Fields with images of a wooden car and some other wooden objects. | have copied them
here so everyone can see what some wood carvers get up to but | also managed to find the artists own website. His
name is Livio De Marchi and was born in Venice. If you want to read more about him | recommend going to his profile
page http://www.liviodemarchi.com/ukmain3.htm. In the meantime, here is one of his carvings. There are lots more!!

Extreme wood carving

If you would like more images in future newsletters, please let me know.
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Turning tips

This section is for any tips or advice you would like to
pass on to other members. It doesn't matter what it is, if
you discovered something you found useful, that you
think may benefit others, please pass it on.

Lathe pulleys - UPDATE from Derek Pyatt

Folowing last month's tip, Derek Pyatt has suggested we
should all use twin grub screws to secure the pulleys on
lathe drive shafts. The second grub screw locks the first
one in place preventing the pulley coming loose. If your
lathe uses only one grub screw, it can be removed and
replaced with two shorter ones. If you want to do this
Derek has a range of screws and should be able to help
out. He also stocks drive belts, so if you need one, give
him a call. Tel. 01902 791656

Chuck spigot jigs - Philip Watts

To make sure you cut the right size spigot for your
chuck, make a hole of the correct diameter in a piece of
hardboard. This can be used as a jig for marking out and
checking the size of the spigot. Safer and quicker than a
set of dividers.

Useful websites

There is an awful lot of information available on the
internet but some is better than others. If you come
across any good or useful sites, please let me know and
| will publish them in the newsletter.

The following are worth a look :-

Website about the wood carver featured this month
http://www.liviodemarchi.com/ukmain3.htm

Whitmores timber, supply wood but have a useful
reference page
http://www.whitmores.co.uk/know how.htm

Some interesting facts about paper
http://www.twosides.info/index.html

Question:- Do you print on both sides of the paper you
use in your printer? Halve your paper costs, reduce
postage and save the environment!

Jimmy Clewes emigrated to the USA. For those of you
wondering where he is ....
http://www.jimmyclewes.com/about.shtml

and finally a link to REMAP charity
http://www.remap.org.uk/

; D: .
Questions and answers

This section is an opportunity for members to ask
guestions for other members to answer, primarily about
woodturning but | see no reason why this couldn't be
extended further. There is a lot of knowledge in the club
on many subjects and this should be an easy way to get
answers.

Items for sale or wanted

If you have any items for sale, or if you are trying to find
something, send me the details and | will put it in the
next issue.

FOR SALE

Poolewood 28-40 lathe - Paul Bellamy

| have been offered this lathe and wondered if it is of
interest to anyone in the club. The owner is looking for
£350. It was her husbands and all the proceeds will go
to their local hospice. Anyone interested please contact
me.

WANTED
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