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Future Events  
 
 
22nd. Feb. – Staffs. & District 
club, Hopton  
Steve Heeley demonstration 
 
2nd/3rd. March – Record Power 
show – Kraftkabin  
Stoke on Trent. A good 
woodturning shop. Very helpful 
staff. 
 
4th. March – Derwent turners  
Alan Truman demonstration 
 
5th. March – MSWA meeting  
Dave Springett demonstration 
 
19th./20th. March – Record 
Power show - Paskins  
Kidderminster. 
 
22nd. Feb. – Staffs. & District 
club, Hopton  
Hands on evening 
 
26th./27th. March – Record 
Power show - Sheffield  
At Record’s own showrooms. 
 
17/18th. April 2010  
Tudor Rose Wood Works  
Tudor Rose are organising an 
event for the Midlands, inviting 
clubs and individuals. See their 
website 
www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk 
 

 Club Competitions  
 
Novice cup - April  
A wooden goblet 
 
Challenge cup – March  
A large bowl, larger than 8” dia. 
 
Premier Cup, January 2011  
A decorated or carved vase or 
vessel, no less than 8” tall. 
 

Notes from the Chairman   
 
On the morning after Ken Allen’s demonstration as I sat having my compulsory 
Saturday morning smoked bacon and brown sauce sandwich and thinking about 
what we had seen demonstrated, when I noticed that I was almost out of bread. 
This meant that I needed to go to the supermarket, so I had all the justification I 
needed to go to the one where Ken had purchased his bargain bag of glass 
beads used to decorate the lidded box he turned the evening before. Thus it was 
that half an hour later I was going round the store with my list of bread and half a 
dozen other things to be purchased. All my items were obtained except the 
beads, which despite going round several times I had been unable to locate. 
Could it be that other club members had got there earlier and cleared them out, 
or would I have to resort to doing that thing men hate doing, asking a member of 
staff for help. But it was just then that I spotted them tucked away and half 
concealed by the shelving, blue, red and pale green ones. I fancied the red ones 
but was disappointed to find they were not round but an irregular cube shape 
and not suitable for the purpose intended, so I chose the blue ones. I am now 
equipped to produce 161 balm pots! I’m just glad I declined the promotional offer 
of one bag for £1.49 or two for £2.50. 
 
So thanks to Ken for getting our 2010 programme under way with an interesting 
and amusing evening as ever. Next month we have the mind boggling Dave 
Springett to look forward to. Another night not to be missed! 
 
With the delay of the AGM, our usual January competitions were put back to this 
month so we had the unusual situation of three competitions on the same night. 
Although the number of entries for the Challenge and Premier cups were not 
great, never the less the standard of work was high and I was impressed by the 
quality of the pieces. The entries for the novice section were well supported as 
usual and again the standard of work is high with some original thought going 
into design of the pieces. The miniature goblet is a first as far as I am aware and 
impressive as a novice piece. So congratulations to Dave Dawes in winning the 
novice section and to Geoff Payne in the Challenge and also Premier cup 
sections. Added to that we had the pleasure of seeing Gordon present the new 
and impressive trophy he has made, the “Gordon Fradley Novice Trophy“. 
 
It was also good to see some new faces at this month’s meeting and if you are 
one of those new faces can I say welcome to our club and I hope to get the 
chance to speak to you all in due course. Club nights tend to be a bit busy for 
me and it is not easy to stop to chat but I hope to put that to right in time so 
please bear with me. Be assured it is a lack of time, not a lack of willingness on 
my part to welcome you personally. 
 
John 
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 Editor's scribblings  
 
 
I used to think woodturners were a rare breed. In fact, until I came across Mid Staffs via the AWGB I thought I was 
pursuing something that was only of interest to very few people. Since then I have discovered it is actually quite a popular 
hobby and not just one done when one retires. I have made many new contacts, many of whom are now good friends but 
the best news is that the numbers are growing rapidly. 
 
I am a member of a couple of other clubs and also do demonstrations at several venues, during which I meet the general 
public, some of whom are in the same position I was some years ago, thinking they are on their own. One of the first 
things I recommend is they find their local club and visit it at least once. That way they will meet other woodturners, can 
share information and see demonstrations which may give them inspiration or help them develop their own techniques. 
 
I thought I should bring this ‘promotion’ of woodturning clubs back on itself as it may be that members of Mid Staffs. aren’t 
aware of other clubs in our area. So from now on, I will try to add events from other clubs in our own ‘Future events’ 
column. Most clubs will welcome visitors and even more so if you become a member. After all, we are not in competition 
with one another, and you don’t have to stay with just one club. A good example is the old ‘Amerton’ club, now known as 
Staffs. & District, who, at one stage almost ceased to exist. The last I heard is their numbers are increasing and they have 
an interesting schedule of demonstrators for this year. If you want more information, have a chat with Ron Dixon or Mike 
Gadsby who are both full members. 
 
If anyone is a member of any other club and would like to add their events to the list, please let me know. The clubs that 
spring to mind are West Midlands, Cannock chase Turners, Staffordshire & South Cheshire Woodturners Association, 
Derwent Woodturners. 
 
There’s a lot of wood spinning round out there and there’s a lot to see and discover.  
 
Paul, the Editor. 
 
 

What is it?  
 

Can you identify the object in the picture? Send your answer to me and the first person with the correct answer will have 
their name published in next month's newsletter. 

 
 

Last month's picture was a 50mm sanding pad. Well done to Mike Gadsby who got there first. 
 
 
 
 

He that would perfect his work 
must first sharpen his tools. 

Confucius 
 
Thanks to Will Rose for finding that one. Very appropriate, in many ways.
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 Club information  
 
Your club committee for 2010 comprises:- 
 
Chairman - John Smith 
Tel. 01889 577380 Mob. 07976 913811 
Email: chairman@mswa.co.uk 
Secretary - Dawn Hopley 
Tel. 01543 878714 Mob. 07860 501379 
Email: secretary@mswa.co.uk 
Treasurer - Roy Fallows 
Tel. 01543 491826 
Email: treasurer@mswa.co.uk  
Assistant treasurer – We urgently need someone to 
take this on, ready to take over next year! 
Tel. 
Email: 
Events secretary - Geoff Payne 
Tel. 01543 480744 Mob. 07775 518769 
Email: events@mswa.co.uk 
Abrasives - Terry Gray 
Tel. 01889 576921 
Email: terry13@talktalk.net 
Raffle – Anne Hopkinson 
Tel.  
Email: 
Newsletter editor - Paul Bellamy 
Tel. 01543 472669 Mob. 07946 980978 
Email: editor@mswa.co.uk 
Member's representatives 
Peter Worrall  
Tel. 01785 840370 
Email: worrall9pn@btinternet.com 
Ron Barnsley 
Tel. 01902 685754 Mob. 07760 474672 
Email: ronbarnsley@sky.com 
Please only use phone numbers if absolutely necessary. 
 
 

 

Next issue  
 
Write up of Dave Springett’s demonstration. 
 
That said, articles, pictures etc. from any other members 
will help keep the newsletter going. After all it is YOUR 

newsletter.  
 

 Newsletter Archive on CD  
 
A CD will be available with all the newsletters for 2006, 
2007, 2008 and 2009, together with images of the 
original newsletters from '94-'98. The cost is £2.50, 
which includes a contribution to club funds. If you would 
like one, please let me know. Paul 
 

 Merchandise  

 Clothing  
 

The club has a selection of items for sale, all featuring 
the club name on a blue background. 
 
Sweatshirts (dark blue) £12.00 
T-shirts (light blue) £7.00 
Baseball caps £6.00  
 
The sweatshirts are ideal for the workshop at this time of 
year; nice and cool, but they are also smart enough to 
wear down the high street. 
 
See John Smith at the club meetings if you would like to 
purchase any item of club clothing. 
 

 Abrasives  
 
If you need that finishing touch, Terry Gray has packs of 
Abranet, recommended by demonstrators and other club 
members, at £2.10 for a set of 7 sheets - 120 -600 grit. 
 
 

 Books and DVDs  
The club has the following DVDs for hire. 
 
AWGB Instant Gallery -1991 to 2003 
 
Sharpening - GMC 
 
Turning Projects with Richard Raffan 
 
Turning Wood with Alan Holtham – Table Lamp 
 
Colouring Wood – Jan Sanders 
 
The Skew Chisel – Alan Batty 
 
Bowls for Beginners – Ray Jones 
Course on Spindle Turning – Ray Jones 
 
Making and Decorating Platters – Mick Hanbury 
Making and Decorating Boxes - Mick Hanbury 
 
Turn it On – Volume 1 – Jimmy Clewes 
Turn it On – Volume 2 – Jimmy Clewes 
Turn it On – Volume 3 – Jimmy Clewes 
 
All Glued Up! Open Segment Turning – Sue Harker 
Turned Out Nice Again! Involuted Turning – Sue Harker 
 
Wood Turning with Steve Heeley – Steve Heeley 
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Ken Allen’s demonstration  
by Peter Worrall  

 
 

It is always a pleasure to have a demonstration by a professional turner who is not only a member of the club but who is 
also a founder member. Now, yes we have watched Ken Allen many times but he always comes up with something which 
is inspiring and encouraging, you know, the sort of thing which makes you want to get straight into the workshop the 
minute you get home and start shaping wood! 
 
Let's do fruit says Ken and straight away I was enthused because I have never made fruit - not an apple or a lemon and 
certainly not a banana! - and the project for the first half of the evening was to be a pear. He had a very nice piece of very 
plain wood, and Ken suggested that for most fruit, and particularly pears, a timber with little or no figuring in it would be 
the most suitable. The idea being that too much grain effect in the wood would detract from the all important feature - the 
shape. Timber such as box, sycamore or maple would be ideal. 
 
Now, if I was going to make a pear the first thing I would do would be to turn the main piece - the pear itself. But not Ken, 
Oh no! Make the stem first was his advice and this he proceeded to do, choosing a piece of dark wood which made a nice 
contrast with the box. Turning this part took only a few minutes but it included sawing a 'flat' with a hacksaw and grinding 
it smooth with a sanding disk. Also at this stage he made the little bit which goes at the other end called the? Does 
anybody know what this is called, he asked and of course none of us did know. 
 
Now for the main part which in essence is a simple double curve shape but the secret is to get the proportions right. But 
what is right? Since pears come in many different shapes because of the fact that there are many different varieties and 
qualities, you could say that 'whatever shape you make it it will be alright. Within reason, of course! Ken soon had it 
looking like a proper pear. It would have done for me anyway. But our demonstrator still had a trick up his sleeve after he 
pointed out that fruit generally is not symmetrical. Try cutting an apple in half and you will see that more often than not, 
one half is bigger than the other. And so it is with pears, so to incorporate this feature, Ken did a second turning with the 
pear set slightly off centre. Only very slightly but afterwards, you could see a distinct difference in the symmetry of the 
pear. A quick sanding and polishing and the pear was complete. Good enough to eat! 
 
One of the things that marks out a good demonstrator is the ability to keep talking while he is doing the turning - telling 
short anecdotes, little jokes and reminiscences of his experiences in a lifetime of professional turning. With Ken Allen you 
get this in full measure. There is never a dull moment and the members responded to his lighthearted chat in a most 
friendly way. 
 
Now for the second half of the evening. Ken said that he wanted to make a little box, the sort that is known as a ' balm 
pot' and for this he chose a piece of Masur Birch. Apparently, these used to be buried in the coffins with plague victims, 
filled with the best creams and lotions known to man at that time, in the hope that by the time they got to heaven their ills 
would all be cured. A nice story! 
 
There is no need for me to describe every detail of Ken's craftmanship here, it is well known to us all by now but when I 
say that the piece of timber he used was no more than about 4 inches by 3 inches and the finished box had a foot, a lid 
and was finished off with a small inlay feature, you will be able to visualise the end result. The inside of the box had sides 
which blended into the base, all the better to extract the balm on the end of your finger and get out every last drop of the 
healing ointment. 
 
And then, suddenly, it was all over. A well earned - and deserved - round of applause for Ken and a chance for club 
members to handle the items and look in detail at the shape, the finish, the snug fit of the lid, and the proportions of each 
of the two delightful items. It really is amazing what these professional turners can produce in a couple of hours. Oh, I 
nearly forgot. That detail at the bottom of the pear, opposite the stem. What did Ken call it? Oh yes. The calyx! 
 
Thank you very much Ken. I am sure that the members will very much be looking forward to your next demo with us. 



  ������ �����������	�
����������	�
����������	�
����������	�
�   

Page 5 of 10 
Document ref. C:\MSWA\Newsletter\2010\02_February\MSWA_February_2010.Doc 

The competitions – like buses, they all come at onc e! 
Thanks to John Smith for all the pictures this month 

 
The Premier Cup - a piece of abstract art  

 

  
 1st – Geoff Payne 2nd – Keith Lanchester 
 

 
Geoff receiving his cup from Gordon Fradley 

 
The Novice Cup  

February – a goblet  
 

  
 1st -  2nd –  
 
3rd –  
Unfortunately I couldn’t get a good picture from John’s images for the third placed goblet. John tells me that was because 
it was very small. 
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More pictures of the other Novice entries 

  
 
Those led us on to the Novice Cup presentation, the first name on the new Gordon Fradley Trophy is Dave Dawes. 
Well done Dave. 

 
 

And now for the Challenge Cup competition  
January’s was a decorated box  

  
 1st -  2nd  
 
And the overall winner of the Challenge cup, was that man again, Geoff Payne. Well done Geoff, but this year I think you 
will have more competition. 

 



  ������ �����������	�
����������	�
����������	�
����������	�
�   

Page 7 of 10 
Document ref. C:\MSWA\Newsletter\2010\02_February\MSWA_February_2010.Doc 

National Tree Week – Missing pictures!  
 
Whoops! Blunder by the editor. I forgot to include the pictures taken by Mike and Carole Gadsby when they went on the 
National Tree Week at the end of last year, so here they are. 
 
The Forest of Mercia volunteer team at Kingswood in Cannock are always looking for volunteers. If you can spare 3 to 4 
hours once a month just call Dave Knowles, the Community Liaison Officer, on 01543 370 737. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And another tree related story but not a good one. Chris Gibb found this 
article in his local paper. This proved quite relevant to Chris as he shares a 
horse chestnut tree with his neighbours and this year it has shown all the 
signs of attack. Let’s hope the trials with the garlic work. So now you know 
why Morrisons in Lichfield ran out of garlic last month! 
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Great news for Staffordshire Search and Rescue Team  

 

 
 

I believe the amount was £50,000 not £5,000. Well done to everyone who voted for them. Let’s hope none of us need to 
call on their services but it’s good to know they are there should you ever need them. 

 
The other side of ‘Charity’  

 
Unfortunately, there are some people who rely on the good will of people to convince them to hand over their money to 
scams, cons, fiddles and so on. The government is trying to bring this sort of thing to everyone’s attention and I thought I 
should help by including a link to a very informative website. However, not all members have internet access so I have 
copied one of the pictures here, just to show how bad things can get. 
 
The golden rules are to keep private information exactly that – private, and if something sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is. Don’t get caught! 
 
And everybody is prey to this sort of thing. I am currently getting the occasional scam phone call supposedly from Sky, 
asking if my Sky box is working ok. They are trying to get you to take out an insurance policy but it is worthless. Having 
spoken with Sky, they have confirmed they NEVER call customers about this, it is done in writing.. The amusing side to 
this is, I don’t even have a Sky box, have never had one, and never will have one – but it is great fun to keep the 
scammers talking on the phone call they are paying for, while I continue watching my Freeview TV! 
 
This picture is from the website with the comment:- 
‘All this criminal mail was delivered to one pensioner in one day’ 
 
 
PS. I have mentioned this before but if you want a great way of 
getting back at ‘cold telephone callers’ just answer ‘Yes’ to every 
single question they ask, no matter what. You may feel a bit 
foolish but it does work. They will eventually get the message that 
you are messing them about and hopefully make a note not to call 
you again. The other benefit is it can end up being hilariously 
funny as you hear the caller gradually realise they are dealing with 
what they take to be is a total idiot. 
But only do this if you can waste a bit of time – as I said above, I 
do it if I can continue doing what I was doing anyway. Have fun! 
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Turning tips  
 
This section is for any tips or advice you would like to 
pass on to other members. It doesn't matter what it is, if 
you discovered something you found useful, that you 
think may benefit others, please pass it on. 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful websites  
 
There is a lot of information available on the internet but 
some is better than others. If you come across any 
useful sites, please let me know and I will publish them 
here. 
 
The following are worth a look :- 
 
Nothing to do with wood but useful advice for everyone 
to avoid scams, cons, fiddles – call them what you will. 
http://www.thinkjessica.com/ 
The photos on the home page are frightening! I have 
pasted one earlier in the newsletter but the others are 
just as thought provoking. 
 
Now back to woodworking, for those of you who like a 
sharp edge 
http://hocktools.com/sharpen.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions and answers  
 
This section is an opportunity for members to ask 
questions for other members to answer, primarily about 
woodturning but I see no reason why this couldn't be 
extended further. There is a lot of knowledge in the club 
on many subjects and this should be an easy way to get 
answers. 
 

 

Items for sale or wanted  
 
If you have any items for sale, or if you are trying to find 
something, send me the details and I will put it in the 
next issue. 
 
FOR SALE 
 
Bandsaw blades – Tuffsaws  
I have just been contacted by a bandsaw blade supplier 
whom I have used in the past but his employer (Dragon 
saws) went out of business last year. He has set up on 
his own and I will be placing an order with him soon. If 
anyone else is interested, please get in touch for further 
details, prices etc. - Paul Bellamy 
 
Revolving Steb tail centre - £25  
I have a 1/2” MT2 revolving steb centre for sale, due to a 
mistake over Xmas presents. These make excellent 
centres, especially for offset and involuted work, giving 
very efficient work holding without any possibility of 
splitting the wood. 
Paul Bellamy 01543 472669 / editor@mswa.co.uk 
 
 
WANTED 
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Member Services  
 
A request was made at the AGM for a list of club member's 'expertise' and interests. This would be difficult to administer 
for various reasons but the committee suggested having a section where members could offer their abilities to other 
members, so here it is. I hope it will grow as more of you are prepared to offer help or advice to other members. 
 
I have not given telephone numbers or email addresses here as the newsletter is open to anyone on the 'net. I suggest 
you make contact at the club meetings or via a member of the committee  
 
Ron Dixon  Ron has many years experience in woodworking and can show you how to sharpen traditional hand saws 

He also owns a larger planer/ thicknesser and a morticing machine. He is happy to let members use it on 
their own timber. Editor's note: If you take up Ron's offer to use his planer, please make sure there are no 
foreign objects in your wood! 

 
Derek Pyatt  Derek has run his own tool supply business for many years but has now retired. However, he still has 

some spare parts for machinery e.g. drive belts. He is also able to supply spares and attachments for the 
obsolete Coronet brand. If you are looking for something, it would be worth having a chat with him. 
Unfortunately he can no longer supply bandsaw blades. 

 
Paul Bellamy  I have built up a lot of experience using eBay for buying and selling. It can be a great way to add to your 

tools but there are a few points to watch out for. If you need any help, please get in touch. My first tip is 
"just because it's on ebay, doesn't guarantee it's the best price". Check other website, magazines and ask 
other club members. 

 

 


