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Future Events
MSWA Meetings

March 2nd

Mark Hancock

April 6th

Bob Neall

A  Hands-on evening on Pyrography

Other Events

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
25/26th February 2012

Volunteers and items for sale at MSWA 
stand required

Names to Dawn

   Club Competitions   

March – Challenge 

Table Lamp (not less than 8 inches high)

April – Novice

Paperweight

June – Challenge

A Musical Box

Chairs Chatter February 2012

Doesn’t time fly when you are having fun!
Well February is upon us along with our annual demonstration from 
Ken Allen. As usual, Ken imparted some of his exceptional skills and 
knowledge and hopefully inspired us all to go and dust off the winter 
cobwebs and get turning again. I certainly have been busy turning 
small lidded boxes for the forthcoming Craft Fayre at the 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. Small boxes were very popular at the 
Christmas Fayre and I can remember selling most on the first day.
The Spring Fayre is being held on the 25th and 26th of February, and I 
will be there on both days with my small Axminster lathe and the club 
sales table. So far I have a couple of volunteers who have offered to 
help, but would prefer some more support from club members. You 
would be more than welcome to pop along for a couple of hours to 
either man the stand or have a go at turning on the lathe. If you 
cannot make it in person, then why not send some articles to sell at 
the event. The Wildlife Trust asks for a minimum 10% donation from 
any sales, so this is a good opportunity for a spring clear out and find 
homes for those projects sitting unloved on shelves. You could even 
earn some pocket money to purchase some more tools or materials!
If you wish to get involved with the Craft Fayre in any way, then 
please do give me a call for further details. My contact details are 
listed at the end of the newsletter. 
I would also like to remind you about the April meeting when Bob 
Neill with be visiting us to demonstrate Pyrography. Bob has visited 
the club before, and his workshop was very well received indeed. 
Consequently, many of you requested a return visit. As well as 
demonstrating the various techniques and equipment, you will also 
have the opportunity to get hands on and have a go yourself. Bob 
usually supplies a few pre-cut plywood shapes such as coasters and 
key-ring fobs, but also suggests that you bring along your own items 
to work on. Maybe items such as small platters and coasters, or even 
small boxes would be ideal? Ideally you need to choose pale timbers 
such as sycamore, beech or ash that will allow the pyrography to 
stand out. If you need any inspiration, then go and visit Bob’s website 
for some wonderful examples.   www.bobneillpyrography.co.uk
See you all again in March!

Dawn

http://www.bobneillpyrography.co.uk/
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Editor's Scribblings

Your Editor in common with a few other MSWA members is also a member of the West Midlands 
Woodturners who meet every six weeks or so at a school in Water Orton.  The club membership is of 
the same order as the MSWA and their meetings alternate in format between demonstrations from well-
known turners to “Hands-on sessions” where a number of lathes are assembled in the school hall, work 
is done, but practical advice and informal tuition is also freely available.  I once took down a large piece 
of Monkey Puzzle wood that I was having difficulty in hollowing.  It ended up on Keith Lanchester's lathe 
so that I could try out a woodcut tool that he had obtained from Phil Irons.  A number of members took 
the opportunity to try the same tools using my part finished work as the trial piece.
A feature of their meetings that we have tried to copy at the MSWA is the display table.  A typical 
month's table is shown below and illustrates the wide breadth of work undertaken, all of it to a high 
standard.  We seem to be more reluctant to display the results of our endeavours which is a pity as I am 
sure that there is a lot of hidden talent within the club.
They also run parallel competitions for experienced and less-experienced members and these do attract 
entries and encourage competition and the raising of standards.  The entries to the MSWA competitions 
may be high in standard  but are relatively fewer in number.  This is disappointing, not just for the 
general well-being of the club but also for those who do put in entries.  There is little joy in producing a 
fine entry only to come first out of an entry of one, or possibly two.
So here is a late New Year's resolution for you. Aim to enter whichever of the competitions is the one for 
you. The Novice or the Challenge.  Hugh Field and Ted Gill both showed you last year what could be 
possible with a little effort.

If my memory is correct, it was Ken Allen who (presumably with tongue firmly in cheek) once said that 
“you never get a dig-in on your final cut”.  His audience reacted as you might expect until he pointed out 
that having had a dig-in you would obviously take another “final cut”.

Philip Watts
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February Demonstration – Ken Allen

Ken Allen is a regular demonstrator at MSWA, as befits one of the 
founding members.  He thus  has the problem common to all 
demonstrators of having to guess whether the audience is the same 
as on previous occasions and what the capability level of his 
audience will be, and what to demonstrate.  This night, he chose to 
give his views on the turning of fruit, specifically an apple and a pear, 
followed by a small box.
These have all been demonstrated before so I do not intend to 
produce another detailed report but would refer you to the excellent 
Newsletter archive initiated by Paul Bellamy and available on the 
MSWA website.  This of you who do not have internet access will 
have to pester me to download and print copies of the appropriate 
back numbers for them. Peter Worrall's report on turning apples and 
pears was featured in the February 2010 edition and that on making 
boxes by Paul Bellamy in February 2008.
A feature of Ken's method of turning apples and pears that differs 
from those described by such as Keith Rowley in his book 
“Woodturning – A Foundation Course” is that, after turning the lower 
end of the fruit, he drills a suitably sized hole in order to remount the 
blank on a screw chuck rather than holding the blank in a jam chuck or equivalent.  This hole is drilled at 
an angle to the longitudinal axis of the blank with the result that the upper half of the fruit is turned 
slightly eccentric of off-centre from the lower end.  Ken's view is that it produces a more natural from, 
mimicking the fact that real life fruits, particularly apples and pears, are never totally symmetrical.  The 
possible exception to this might be that of cucumbers grown in accordance with the Commission 
Regulation (EEC) 1677/1988 which lays down that they be “well shaped and practically straight 
(maximum height of the arc; 1cm per 10cm of length of the cucumber)”.
Ken argues that apples and pears are the only fruit that can be turned in a realistic manner, dismissing 
those who employ the more exotic methods such as multi-centre turning followed by hand shaping to 
produce fruit such as bananas.  The Editor would disagree with this, using his Editorial Prerogative and 
would refer you to the next article in this Newsletter.
Ken chose a small box for his post-tea-break project and the method that he employed differed from that 
in 2008 in that he used a tenon turned on the lid portion of the blank to hold it in the chuck whilst turning 
and finishing the inside.  The lid was then placed on the base in order to turn a small knob and to fair the 
two portions of the box together to produce a consistent shape.  This was in contrast to the purpose built 
wooden chuck powered by ex-Post-Office red rubber bands that was a feature of the earlier 
demonstration.  What Ken does now for rubber bands now that the Post Office uses biodegradable 
bands was not revealed.
Throughout the evening, Ken passed on many hints and tips together with his views on the differences 
between work produced for daily use and that produced for display in galleries.  Those of us who would 
take many attempts to produce two identical candle sticks could take comfort from Ken's view that the 
connoisseurs of treen prefer to see the slight discrepancies that marks items as hand-turned rather than 
the product of a copy lathe.  His comment that Bert Marsh, of the well known turners who have passed 
away recently, always commenced sanding with 80-grit paper before using the fine grades is borne out 
in Bert Marsh's book where he claims that the use of coarse grade paper generates a lot less heat than 
finer grits whilst removing the end grain on bowls.
Philip Watts
 



                                Wood 'n' things                       

Two Arboricultural, or should that be Horticultural, Projects 

Ken Allen put forward the view in his February 2012 demonstration that apples and pears were the only 
fruits that could be turned in wood without much additional work in profiling or texturing.  Whilst not 
wishing to offend a founder member of the club and a much more experienced turner than myself, The 
Editor would disagree to a certain extent having turned plums from African Blackwood and cherries from 
pear, with only minimal hand carving and finishing, not to mention carrots from yew, parsnips from 
sycamore, and onions from pine.
It was through a family connection that my wife and I received a number of commissions for an 
Allotment Society in Edinburgh.  Readers will, or should if you have been reading previous issues, 
remember that my wife is a Marquetarian which is a posh name for somebody who creates pictures 
using wood veneers.  Normally we work on separate projects but occasionally combine our efforts.
The first commission was for a trophy for the fruit growing section of their annual show and competition. 
It seemed only natural that we should produce a fruit bowl and this became the basis of the trophy.  This 
trophy was fully described in the  August 2007 issue of the MSWA Newsletter.  The square base came 
from a Walnut bowl blank and the bowl itself from American Oak.  The name of the trophy was made up 
in veneers and inlaid in a shallow groove around the rim of the bowl. The fruits themselves were made 
up as a raft with the fruits dowelled together with plastic rods such that they would be retained together 
and less likely to be lost or damaged.
Such was the success of this trophy that a second commission arrived in the next year.  This time for 
the “Selection  of Vegetables” section.  We decided after much thought and reading of the very strict 
rules that are deemed necessary in produce competitions to create a tray which featured the name of 
the trophy and certain of the vegetables in marquetry, with other vegetables being turned and placed in 
semi-relief.  Thus the marquetry illustrated peas in a pod, a pepper and a cauliflower, whilst an onion 
(with the top trimmed and tied in accordance with the regulations), beetroot, carrot and parsnip 
completed the picture.  Having spent some time trying to improve my tool control and remove all visible 
tool marks, it was now the time to include irregularities in the finish of the carrot and parsnip.

The end result was judged to be satisfactory and the next year brought a request for a Junior Trophy, 
but that is another story.
Philip Watts
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A “Thank you” by way of a story!

This is a story of sentimentality, nostalgia, irony and a chance meeting.

In about 1963 I inherited an old lathe (without any tools) from my uncle.  It had previously belonged to my 
maternal grandfather and my mother can still remember her father using it as far back as the late 1920’s.  I 
coveted this lathe (but had never been allowed to use it) and was delighted when he then gave it to me when he 
acquired a newer metal working lathe.  The old lathe had originally been treadle powered but was equipped with 
both a wood turning banjo/tool rest for wood turning and also a compound slide for metal turning.  It had been 
rather crudely converted to electric drive and was probably built from “odds and ends” as the headstock and 
tailstock had 1” packing blocks under them to give a centre height of  4.5”.  These were necessary to suit the 
height of both the metal and wood turning tool arrangements.  It must have been built at around the turn of the 
century (no, not the last one, the one before!) so was really, I suppose, little more than a heap of scrap!

At the time I was interested in model engineering and motor bikes rather than wood turning but quickly discovered 
that it had an almost unusable range of speeds and a very poor headstock bearing arrangement.    I then, of 
course coveted my uncle’s “new” lathe that he allowed me to use when I needed to do some metal turning and 
the “old” lathe was delegated to the loft (for sentimental reasons I just could not dispose of it). 

When my uncle decided to emigrate to Portugal in about 1968 he gave me his metalworking lathe and along with 
it some wood turning tools, which were, I now realise, definitely from the treadle-powered age. A big 1.5” skew 
chisel, a wide very shallow 0.75” gauge ground to a very acute angle, some rather strange “point” tools (which 
work surprisingly well), etc.  All in carbon steel, of course and probably over 70 years old.

The “old” lathe remained unused (and moved from loft to loft a couple of times!) until a pal asked if he could have 
it.  I agreed to let him have it on permanent loan and gave permission for some serious upgrading as long as the 
basic structure remained.  Some years later he set up his own engineering business and my old lathe came back 
with a much improved spindle bearing arrangement but now it was most definitely a metal working lathe; only 
capable of accepting a flange mounted scroll chuck (the flange being an integral part of the spindle) and with 
speeds much too slow for wood turning.  Back in the loft it went!

Some years later I resolved to convert the old lathe back to one suitable for wood turning  (prompted by my wife 
and I receiving a gift of a big salad bowl and my rather rash vow that I would make some side bowls to go with it!). 
Sometimes I take a long time over things and over the next 10 or 15 years I had an adaptor made with a 1” x 8 
thread to accept an expanding dovetail chuck I had picked up for a few pounds in clearance sale (later upgraded 
to a Supernova, so still not used), and another to take a drive centre, and had concocted a better motor drive 
arrangement to give 4 speeds from about 600 to 2000 rpm.  All this was mounted on a stand from an old 
computer table.  I had a viable wood turning lathe at last and only about 47 years after I had first acquired it!  This 
was Autumn 2010.  An early Christmas present of a set of (Chinese) wood turning tools from my wife meant I 
could now get going.  I knew it had limitations; the design of the spindle meant that a through hole was not 
possible but a Morse taper adaptor for the Supernova helped, also the tailstock mandrel does not have a through 
hole either. 

The offer of a wood turning course for an early birthday present was gratefully accepted and spotting an advert for 
a course at Earlswood Interiors in “Woodturning” magazine clinched it as Earlswood Lakes had been one of many 
places I had enjoyed as a pre-teenager in the days when us youngsters were allowed to roam freely and were 
often out all day on our own (this was the nostalgia bit!).

Even though the courses were fully booked until the end of February 2011 I thought that it was worth waiting as 
the lathe was still needing some further improvement and, as I said earlier, it sometimes takes me a long time to 
get things done!  I did purchase a copy of an old Richard Raffan video from Ebay for a couple of pounds which I 
played over and over again until my wife eventually said that even she felt she knew it all from memory!  In my 
naivety I didn’t know what a well-known man Richard is!

Perhaps the most important part of this saga was a chance meeting in Lichfield Market in February 2011 when my 
wife got talking to Anne Hopkinson who was selling her wonderful craft items and also had some of her wood 
turning on display.  It happened that there was a meeting of MSW the next evening and I was persuaded to come 
along as a visitor.  Prior to this I had never even considered joining a club, let alone entering any competitions.  I 
received a wonderful welcome at the club and the rest, as they say, is history!  The novice competition entry for 
the following month was “a small lidded box”.  Well, I had made one or two boxes by this time so decided to have 
a go at another one.  The next meeting soon came round and I had now become a member.  Being a bit 
apprehensive I kept my box in my pocket until I could see what the “opposition” was!  Then I thought “well, what 
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have I to lose?, so on the table it went and amazingly lots of you voted for it and I came first.  This was the spur I 
needed and your generosity with voting meant that amazingly I went on  to win in all the subsequent novice 
months.  I feel immensely privileged to hold the Gordon Fradley Trophy for this year; it is a wonderful example of 
skilled craftsmanship and a tribute to Gordon and his patience in producing it.

Finally the date for my wood turning course came but it had to be postponed as this was to be a two-student 
course and the other person could not make it.  Eventually on 6th March I had my training, given by the very 
capable Dave Nash from the West Midlands Woodturning club, and most of the bad habits I had taught myself 
were ironed out!

By now I had done some more work on the lathe; a new ¾ HP motor and variable speed drive had been sourced 
(added since the photograph was taken) and a new 10” longer bed made from rectangular steel tube welded 
together and filled with “sticky sand” to damp the vibrations.  Now I could turn spindles up to about 22” long, but 
still very limited on diameter, especially over the tool rest banjo.

Now comes the dilemma!  I would really like to have a newer, larger lathe but I am very short of space in my 
workshop (it was once a single garage!).   The workshop is now really full as it already had the metalworking 
lathe, bench grinder, small band-saw, pillar drill, belt/disc sander, combination mitre/table saw, compressor, 
pressure washer, “Henry”, dust extractor, tool boxes, many power tools (jig-saw, routers, power drills, power 
plane, wood store (also overflowed into the house!), decorating materials, car cleaning stuff, etc.  This space 
limitation had already meant that the lathe had to be pretty well self contained as you can see from the 
photograph (I have since made a different tool rack to accommodate the additional tools I now have).  In fact I 
had to mount it on big castors to allow me to move it out of the way when necessary (I even had to wheel it 
outside to photograph it!).  Sentimentality prevents me from disposing of the old lathe and it has done so well for 
me that I can’t really bring myself to banish it to the loft again to make room for a new one!  Who knows, is it my 
grandfathers genes, his old lathe, or both that has brought success?  No, I have to investigate yet more 
modifications/improvements and am considering adding a swivel system to the headstock, which will also give 
more centre height, along with a bigger packer under the tailstock.  It’s probably not financially sensible, but I am 
attached to the old thing!

Finally (almost), winning the Premier Cup as well came as a complete shock to me (and I guess to many others 
of you as well!).  It was a bit of a gamble, which paid off.  Ironically it probably took me less time to make than any 
of my other competition entries as it started off as a prototype just to see if I could actually achieve what I wanted 
to make.  When it looked like it would come out well I started to take a bit more care in finishing it.  Funny how 
things work out sometimes, isn’t it?

So, thank you all, and especially Anne for being there for that chance meeting in February 2011.

By the way, I still haven’t made the side salad bowls!

Hugh Field
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February Competitions 

The February Competition was for Novices and called for a Breakfast Honey set.  Unfortunately only 
one entry was received from  David Fields and whilst it was worthy of a first place, it was obviously 
disappointing that there were not more entries.

 

The MSWA Website Gallery
The website gallery is woefully understocked at the moment.  I could add to it by posting pictures of the 
competition winners but the photographs snatched during the normal MSWA meeting do not always do 
justice to the pieces.  I have received some pictures and these will be uploaded to the website shortly 
but more will be welcome.
So my request is the one that I have made before.  Please send pictures to me by e-mail to the 
Editor@mswa.co.uk  or give them to me on a CD at the meeting, or failing that give me good prints that I 
can photograph or rescan.  I reserve the right to crop and adjust resolutions  to suit the requirements of 
the website.  Give me also a title and a brief description of the piece and any notes that you want to 
attach.
The website is a showcase for the MSWA.  So here is your opportunity to assist in the presentation.

mailto:Editor@mswa.co.uk
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A Bridge like you have never seen before

Ron Dixon sent me this article on a novel use of wood.

No, your eyes are not deceiving you - the waters have indeed parted!   This incredible “sunken” bridge 
located in the Netherlands is giving visitors a unique way to access a beautiful 17th Century Dutch fort. 
 Designed by RO & AD Architects, the Moses Bridge literally parts the waters that surround the fort, 
allowing pedestrians to pass through.  The bridge is made from sustainable Accsys Technologies 
Accoya wood, which is both FSC and PEFC certified.

There are times, however, when wooden bridges prove to be a liability.  This is what happened when an 
alert crew on a Union Pacific train spotted smoke coming from an overheated wheel bearing way back 
down a long train of coal hoppers.  Following the rules, they stopped to examine.  Unfortunately they 
stopped with the affected wagon sitting on a bridge made from well-creosoted timbers .  What 
followed:....
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 Club information

Your club committee for 2012 is:-

Chairman - Dawn Hopley
Tel. 01543 878714 Mob. 07860 501379
Email:  chairman@mswa.co.uk 
Secretary -  Will Rose
Tel 01543 490424
Email:  secretary@mswa.co.uk 
Treasurer – Vance Lupton
Email:  treasurer@mswa.co.uk 
Tel 01922 457159
 Assistant treasurer – Roy Fallows
Tel. 01543 491826
Email:
Events secretary - Geoff Payne
Tel. 01543 480744 Mob. 07775 518769
Email: events@mswa.co.uk
Abrasives - Terry Gray
Tel. 01889 576921
Email: tgray268@gmail.com
Newsletter editor – Philip Watts
Email: editor@mswa.co.uk
Webmanager – Philip Watts
Email:webman@mswa.co.uk

Member's representatives

John Smith
Tel. 01889 577380 Mob. 07976 913811
Jane Russell
Terry Gray
Albert Heath

Health and Safety Advisor
Hugh Field

Please only use phone numbers if absolutely necessary.

 Merchandise

 Clothing

The club has a selection of items for sale, all featuring the 
club name on a blue background.

Sweatshirts (dark blue) £12.00
T-shirts (light blue) £7.00
Baseball caps £6.00

The sweatshirts are ideal for the workshop at this time of 
year; nice and warm, but they are also smart enough to 
wear down the high street, to woodturning shows, and to 
AWGB seminars.

See John Smith at the club meetings if you would like to 
purchase any item of club clothing.

 Abrasives

If you need that finishing touch, Terry Gray has packs of 
Abranet, recommended by demonstrators and other club 
members, at £2.20 for a set of 7 sheets - 120 -600 grit.

 Books and DVDs
The club has the following DVDs for hire.

AWGB Instant Gallery -1991 to 2003

Sharpening - GMC

Turning Projects with Richard Raffan

Turning Wood with Alan Holtham – Table Lamp

Colouring Wood – Jan Sanders

The Skew Chisel – Alan Batty

Bowls for Beginners – Ray Jones
Course on Spindle Turning – Ray Jones

Making and Decorating Platters – Mick Hanbury
Making and Decorating Boxes - Mick Hanbury

Turn it On – Volume 1 – Jimmy Clewes
Turn it On – Volume 2 – Jimmy Clewes
Turn it On – Volume 3 – Jimmy Clewes

All Glued Up! Open Segment Turning – Sue Harker
Turned Out Nice Again! Involuted Turning – Sue Harker

Wood Turning with Steve Heeley – Steve Heeley

Spirals – Stuart Mortimer

See John Smith at any club meeting if you want to 
borrow one of these.

mailto:webman@mswa.co.uk
mailto:editor@mswa.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@mswa.co.uk
mailto:secretary@mswa.co.uk
mailto:chairman@mswa.co.uk
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Turning tips

This section is for any tips or advice you would like to 
pass on to other members. It doesn't matter what it is, if 
you discovered something you found useful, that you think 
may benefit others, please pass it on.

Useful websites and suppliers

There is a lot of information available on the internet but 
some is better than others. If you come across any useful 
sites, please let me know and I will publish them here.

Timber Supplier  - Capricorn Eco Timber
                              Unit D
                              Ladfordfields Industrial Estate
                              Seighford
                              Stafford  St18 9QE

Website                 www.capricornecotimber.co.uk 

Questions and answers

This section is an opportunity for members to ask 
questions for other members to answer, primarily about 
wood-turning but I see no reason why this couldn't be 
extended further. There is a lot of knowledge in the club 
on many subjects and this should be an easy way to get 
answers.

Items for sale or wanted

If you have any items for sale, or if you are trying to find 
something, send me the details and I will put it in the next 
issue.

For Sale

Custom toolrests – David Fields 

David’s grandson is able to make tool-rests, similar to the 
Robert Sorby system, out of round steel bar. These can 
be tailored to suit your requirements i.e. tool-post stem 
and length of the actual tool-rest. At the moment he is only 
doing straight tool-rests but bowl rests may be feasible in 
the future. 
And if you have a Record lathe and do small spindles, he 
has developed a cranked tool-post, allowing the tool-rest 
to get close to the work, without the banjo dropping off the 
front bed bar.
If you would like to see one, or want to discuss your 
requirements, please have a chat with David at the club 
meetings.

Carnauba wax polishes – Paul Bellamy
Following the favourable reaction to the polishing kits Paul 
started earlier this year, he has established a supply of 
carnauba wax flakes. These can be used to make your 
own ‘sticks’ or mixed with other components to make a 
range of polishes. He is selling these in 250g bags but 
could do larger quantities if you need it. He also has some 
ready-made wax blocks, comprising 60% beeswax/ 40% 
carnauba. These are softer than most ‘wood-turning 
sticks’ but he prefers this as it doesn’t score your work. 

He also has more of his ‘Buffing kits’, similar to Chestnut’s 
system. For more details, see him at the club meetings.

Teknatool Nova 3000 lathe, upgraded to 1Hp full 
electronic speed control, with remote and reversing 
switches, complete with stand, outboard bowl turning 
attachment and Supernova chuck - Paul Bellamy

This lathe is the same as the club lathe but was upgraded 
for a customer who has since pulled out of the purchase. 
It is an excellent lathe and I am only selling it as I now 
have a Nova DVR. The lathe also has the outboard 
turning attachment allowing you to turn bowls up to 29” 
diameter – big stuff! If you want more information, or want 
to see the lathe, please get in touch. I can also deliver and 
help set it up for you, as it is a bit big to go in a car.

http://www.capricornecotimber.co.uk/

