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Future Events  
 
 
5th. Feb. – MSWA club meeting  
Ken Allen demonstration 
 
2nd/3rd. March – Record Power 
show – Kraftkabin  
Stoke on Trent. A good 
woodturning shop. Very helpful 
staff. 
 
5th. March – MSWA meeting  
Dave Springett demonstration 
 
19th./20th. March – Record 
Power show - Paskins  
Kidderminster. 
 
26th./27th. March – Record 
Power show - Sheffield  
At Record’s own showrooms. 
 
17/18th. April 2010  
Tudor Rose Wood Works  
Tudor Rose are organising an 
event for the Midlands, inviting 
clubs and individuals. See their 
website 
www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk 
  
 
 

 Club Competitions  
 
Novice cup - February  
A wooden goblet 
 
Challenge cup – March  
A large bowl, larger than 8” dia. 
 
Premier Cup, January 2011  
A decorated or carved vase or 
vessel, no less than 8” tall. 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the Chairman   
 
So, we finally made the AGM after all the snow and ice disappeared, and thanks 
to everyone who attended. We now have our committee in place and I would like 
to record my thanks to all who have been elected and help to keep the club up 
and running. One of the first items for the next committee meeting will be to look 
into the matters raised at the AGM and it is hoped we can report a satisfactory 
outcome in the near future. I have to be honest and say that I am a little 
disappointed that a volunteer for secretary did not come forward and that we 
have had to break our own “three year” rule. The consolation is that we continue 
to have a first class secretary in Dawn but I would plead for members to look at 
what they might do for the club as well as what the club does for them. 
 
Following the last edition of our newsletter I was surprised to get an email from 
the Chase Woodturners which said they were “amazed” to have a write up in it 
praising their recent show at Chasewater. In a subsequent telephone 
conversation with Ged, their chairman, I queried this and was told they did not 
expect another club to publicise them in this way. Although some may see us as 
rival clubs this is not the way I see it. To my mind we are colleagues with a 
common interest in the art and craft of woodturning and it’s promotion with the 
general public, such that more people then learn to appreciate the skill, value 
and beauty associated with turned wood articles. 
 
Looking forward, we now have our programme for the coming year which looks 
to be very varied and interesting with some real highlights in it. The demo’s by 
Dave Springett and our own Keith Lanchester both have a special appeal for me, 
plus we have some fresh names sprinkled in with the chance of seeing 
something new and different. As ever Geoff has put together what appears to be 
a fascinating mix and we are indebted to him for the effort he puts in to 
producing the programme. Added to this the club competitions list is now 
available and with the delayed January Challenge and Premier cup competitions 
plus the February novice competition, then the table should be groaning under 
the weight of entries on February 5th. This will also see the first award of the 
new “Gordon Fradley” novice trophy, so another night not to be missed! 
 
Finally can I wish all members a happy, peaceful and fulfilling new year in all 
your turning with nothing worse than a bit of chatter or a few tiny dig-ins. 
 
John 
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 Editor's scribblings  
 
Happy New Year everyone! Well hopefully the snow and ice are gone for another year, but looking at my diary, we have 
had snow as late as April in previous years so maybe I shouldn’t tempt fate. Fortunately we were able to hold the AGM 
and it was reasonably well attended. 
 
This year has got another good selection of demonstrations so plenty of new ideas and techniques to watch. I will publish 
the details of the following month’s demonstration in each newsletter. 
 
Another thing that came to light at the AGM was the lack of interest shown in the DVD library. This is an excellent source 
of information but we are always interested to hear of any new DVDs you would like to see or can recommend. One bit of 
information to save you money – a lot of woodturning DVDs are being produced by KTMP. They can be purchased direct 
from the KTMP website but he also sells them on ebay. I don’t know why but they are often cheaper on ebay but the key 
difference is postage is extra on their main site, but free on ebay. 
 
The newsletter is now four years old and as was mentioned at the AGM, I would really appreciate some help preparing 
items for it. The key one is the write up of the demonstration and any offer to do these would be most welcome. You don’t 
have to volunteer to do all of them, even if you only do one, it will be very helpful. Peter Worrall has volunteered to do 
some of them, as he did last year but it is YOUR club and YOUR newsletter so why not put something back into it.  
 
And if anyone has any ideas for inclusion in the newsletter, I am always keen to have them. Last year we had a few book 
reviews. Did you get a book for Xmas? If so, what did you think of it, good or bad, we would all like to hear about it. Or did 
you get a new piece of equipment? Does it work as you expected? A few words are all I need and you may be helping the 
other members of the club. 
 
One other topic that has just hit my ‘in’ tray is that Record Power are promoting several ‘shows’ in February. I have put 
the dates in the ‘Events’ column as they may be of interest. These ‘shows’ are usually held at large tool shops and 
sometimes have one or two demonstrations. Don’t expect a huge variety but they can be a good opportunity if you are 
looking for tools and equipment. Also watch out for special offers from Record. These get sent out to anyone who has 
registered with them, either by email or post, so it is worth doing so as some of the offers are very good.  
 
Well that’s all for this month. Keep on turning. 
 
Paul, the Editor. 
 
 

What is it?  
 

Can you identify the object in the picture? Send your answer to me and the first person with the correct answer will have 
their name published in next month's newsletter. 

 

 
 
 

Last month's picture was wooden spokeshave. Lots of people came up with the correct answer but it was Keith 
Lanchester who got there first. 

 
 

"A wise man learns from his mistakes. A wiser man learns from other people’s mistakes” 
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 Club information  
 
Your club committee for 2010 comprises:- 
 
Chairman - John Smith 
Tel. 01889 577380 Mob. 07976 913811 
Email: chairman@mswa.co.uk 
Secretary - Dawn Hopley 
Tel. 01543 878714 Mob. 07860 501379 
Email: secretary@mswa.co.uk 
Treasurer - Roy Fallows 
Tel. 01543 491826 
Email: treasurer@mswa.co.uk  
Assistant treasurer - Post vacant !!!!! 
Tel. 
Email: 
Events secretary - Geoff Payne 
Tel. 01543 480744 Mob. 07775 518769 
Email: events@mswa.co.uk 
Abrasives - Terry Gray 
Tel. 01889 576921 
Email: terry13@talktalk.net 
Raffle - Margaret Hill 
Tel. 01543 876187 
Email: margaret.hill@mswa.co.uk 
Newsletter editor - Paul Bellamy 
Tel. 01543 472669 Mob. 07946 980978 
Email: editor@mswa.co.uk 
Member's representatives 
Peter Worrall  
Tel. 01785 840370 
Email: worrall9pn@btinternet.com 
Ron Barnsley 
Tel. 01902 685754 Mob. 07760 474672 
Email: ronbarnsley@sky.com 
Please only use phone numbers if absolutely necessary. 
 
 

 

Next issue  
 
Write up of AGM, and Ken Allen’s demonstration. 
 
That said, articles, pictures etc. from any other members 
will help keep the newsletter going. After all it is YOUR 

newsletter.  
 

 Newsletter Archive on CD  
 
A CD will be available with all the newsletters for 2006, 
2007, 2008 and 2009, together with images of the 
original newsletters from '94-'98. The cost is £2.50, 
which includes a contribution to club funds. If you would 
like one, please let me know. Paul 
 

 Merchandise  

 Clothing  
 

The club has a selection of items for sale, all featuring 
the club name on a blue background. 
 
Sweatshirts (dark blue) £12.00 
T-shirts (light blue) £7.00 
Baseball caps £6.00  
 
The T-shirts are ideal for the workshop at this time of 
year; nice and cool, but they are also smart enough to 
wear down the high street. 
 
See John Smith at the club meetings if you would like to 
purchase any item of club clothing. 
 

 Abrasives  
 
If you need that finishing touch, Terry Gray has packs of 
Abranet, recommended by demonstrators and other club 
members, at £2.10 for a set of 7 sheets - 120 -600 grit. 
 
 

 Books and DVDs  
The club has the following DVDs for hire. 
 
AWGB Instant Gallery -1991 to 2003 
 
Sharpening - GMC 
 
Turning Projects with Richard Raffan 
 
Turning Wood with Alan Holtham – Table Lamp 
 
Colouring Wood – Jan Sanders 
 
The Skew Chisel – Alan Batty 
 
Bowls for Beginners – Ray Jones 
Course on Spindle Turning – Ray Jones 
 
Making and Decorating Platters – Mick Hanbury 
Making and Decorating Boxes - Mick Hanbury 
 
Turn it On – Volume 1 – Jimmy Clewes 
Turn it On – Volume 2 – Jimmy Clewes 
Turn it On – Volume 3 – Jimmy Clewes 
 
All Glued Up! Open Segment Turning – Sue Harker 
Turned Out Nice Again! Involuted Turning – Sue Harker 
 
Wood Turning with Steve Heeley – Steve Heeley 
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January competitions  
 

This month’s task was for the Premier cup and is a piece of abstract art. However due to the meeting changes, this 
competition will be judged at the February meeting.  

 
 
 

National Tree Week  
 
“Why not join the Forest of Mercia volunteer team at Kingswood in Cannock for a day of woodland management and 
water plant propagation? “  
Thus said the last edition of our MSWA  Newsletter.  
 
So off we went on the 9 December, kitted out in Wellington boots, gloves and warm anoraks to do our bit towards the 
reclamation of opencast mining activity behind Sainsbury’s at the Orbital Centre overlooking the M6 Toll Road. 
 
All good fun and company it was too.  If you think about it, the wood we turn was planted by our ancestors.  So it’s no bad 
thing for us to leave a legacy for the next generation to enjoy and use. 
 
If you can spare 3 to 4 hours once a month just call Dave Knowles, the Community Liaison Officer, on 01543 370 737 
 
Carole and Mike Gadsby 
 
 

The Gordon Fradley Trophy 
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The Making of the Gordon Fradley Trophy 
 

by Gordon Fradley 
 

Let me begin by saying that I was surprised and taken aback when I received a letter from Dawn Hopley, our Club 
Secretary in June 2009. The letter was a request from the committee asking if I would be interested in designing and 
making a new Novice Trophy and could we name the Trophy in my honour along the following lines:- 
 

Mid Staffs Woodturners’ Association 
The Gordon Fradley Trophy 

 
Needless to say, I felt proud and honoured to be approached in this way so, after much cogitation, I spoke to Dawn and 
agreed to commit to the task.  
 
The following describes the making of the Trophy and being an Ornamental Turner for a number of years, how I decided 
to add some ornamentation to embellish the Trophy.  
 
 But before committing to the final piece I rough-turned a maquette of the body of the cup in Yew to see if it would take 
the required finish from the various cutting frames I wanted to use. The reason for this is that ornamental turning has to 
accept the finish produced from the cutting tool. There is no chance of sanding or buffing or polishing after cutting any 
pattern as this would destroy the sharpness and crisp nature of each cut. Normally ornamental turners would use Ivory or 
African Blackwood or, quite often, Lignum Vitae, all of which are renowned for accepting a good finish from a well honed 
cutting tool.   

Figure 1 shows the maquette in yew which took the cutting of the larger 
pearls and also the basket weave pattern reasonably well. So I decided to 
make the trophy in Yew but to be extra diligent in the pattern cutting and to 
be extremely patient as each cut was prepared. For example one slip in 
counting the holes to use around the dividing plate would be disastrous. 
 
The bowl of the Trophy was hollowed out and the outside cup shape was 
established in the normal way. Flutes were cut around the body using my 
Tri-ax system. This can best be described, to those who have not seen the 
set up, as a small router mounted on a carriage which can be moved 
across the surface of a steel table on the lathe’s bed in virtually any 
controlled direction. In this application, the router carriage was mounted 
on a steel bar whose other end was fixed via a steel peg onto the table to 
act as the fulcrum point. The router carriage was clamped at a radius to 
suit the curved shape of the body of the trophy and the required flutes 
were cut around the trophy. 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
A bung was turned to suit the inside bore of the Trophy which 
was then chucked on the O.T. lathe. A row of pearls were cut 
on the upper bead of the body using the VCF (vertical cutting 
frame) as a drill spindle, see figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Figure 2. 
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Figure 3 shows a second row of smaller pearls being added to 
the lower part of the body, again using the VCF as a drill 
spindle. Naturally a smaller cutter is required to suit the size of 
the bead so that the pearls are commensurate in size to the 
bead. The trophy is still mounted on a soft-wood bung and a 
prototype tail-stock is used to ensure that the assembly 
remains free from vibration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 3 
 
 

The next O.T. operation, shown in figure 4 was to cut a few 
rows of a basket weave pattern below the top bead. The VCF 
was again used for this series of cuts but in its more traditional 
role with a 2mm wide cutter assembled and rotated to cut in 
an anti-clockwise manner.  Each row of cuts was offset from 
the former row to form the basket-weave pattern. The masking 
tape shown was applied to the body to prevent cutting frame 
oil contaminating the work piece. 
 
Figure 4. 
 
 
 
 

 
The lid for the trophy was chucked on a 1.5” diameter spigot 
and now the HCF (horizontal cutting frame) was brought into 
use and mounted in the tool post. An appropriate pointed, 
round nosed cutter was set at a radius to match the radius on 
the lid and a series of flutes were cut on the curved top of the 
lid.  You will also see that a second 1.5” diameter spigot is 
turned on the top end of the lid. This will be used for chucking 
whilst the lid is hollowed. See figure 5. 
 
 Figure 5 
 
 
 
 
 
The lid was then hollowed and finished to conclusion before being chucked on the inside to further shape the lid for 
cutting 24 angled facets with the VCF. You will see from figure 6 that the cross slide is rotated to an angle to suit the 
angled face to be faceted and the ‘Y’- axis stop is brought into use to limit the inward travel of the cutting tool. 



  �����������	�
������������	�
������������	�
������������	�
�   

Page 7 of 10 
Document ref. C:\MSWA\Newsletter\2010\01_January\MSWA_January_2010.Doc 

The Trophy lid was further ornamented with a series of 
small concave flutes and finally topped-off with a neat 
finial. 
 
A base for the Trophy was turned from the same piece of 
yew. It was then ornamented with 12 shell patterns. For 
this operation the ECF (eccentric cutting frame) is 
brought into action. The shell patterns are created by 
cutting (say) 8 circles each circle being reduced by 2mm 
from the maximum circle diameter of 13.5mm but instead 
of cutting all circles concentrically each time a smaller 
circle is selected on the ECF, the ‘Y-’axis cross slide is 
moved in by1mm. This then creates the eccentric shell 
pattern as shown in figure 7 below. 
 
 Figure 6. 

 
Figure 7 Figure 8 
 
Figure 8 shows a closer view of the ECF, the 60°ang led shape of the cutter used and the angled cross slide to match the 
angled face of the base. 

 
The final figure 9 shows the finished Trophy standing on the 
lathe that made it. 
 
Figure 9. 
 
The Trophy was completed by the addition of a soft wood 
plinth which I sprayed black. It was kept square so that 
successive winner’s names could be engraved onto a simple 
small rectangular silvered plate. These are provided with an 
adequate adhesive backing to stick to the appropriate side of 
a square plinth thus avoiding curving and pinning.  
 
The whole exercise culminating in this article for our 
Newsletter has been a very interesting journey.  This all 
started with a desire to learn more about Ornamental Turning.  

The lathe is a home-made one with the exception of the cross-slide.  I made all the cutting frames to various designs 
which I had read about and as you can see, the tail-stock is still a provisional design in MDF constructed specially to 
produce this Trophy. 
 
I hope that successive winners will enjoy this trophy as much as I have enjoyed making it. If you are interested in learning 
more about ornamental turning, my workshop door is always open to you to come and have a go yourselves.   
 

Gordon Fradley December 2009. 
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Turning tips  
 
This section is for any tips or advice you would like to 
pass on to other members. It doesn't matter what it is, if 
you discovered something you found useful, that you 
think may benefit others, please pass it on. 
 
Cold steel! – Paul Bellamy  
If you only heat your workshop when you are in it, all 
your tools will be very cold to the touch. I bring my 
‘favourites’ into the house the night before so they are 
‘warm’ when I go to the workshop. Hopefully the 
workshop heating will keep them, and me, warm. 
 
Keeping the bark on natural edge bowls – Paul  
Normally cuts are made ‘downhill’ for a good surface 
finish but on a natural edge bowl, this may push the bark 
away from the wood. It is better to make the cuts going 
the other way, with a very sharp tool, at least until you 
get into solid wood. 
If you do lose the bark, it can be simulated by burning 
the edge of the wood with a blowtorch. 
 
 

Useful websites  
 
There is a lot of information available on the internet but 
some is better than others. If you come across any 
useful sites, please let me know and I will publish them 
here. 
 
The following are worth a look :- 
 
The Tudor Rose promoted Woodturning show in April. 
Check this site regularly for updates. 
http://www.tudor-rose-
turners.co.uk/Wood%20Works%20@%20Daventry.htm 
 
The Record Power website, where you can find the 
Spring Promotion leaflet 
http://www.recordpower.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions and answers  
 
This section is an opportunity for members to ask 
questions for other members to answer, primarily about 
woodturning but I see no reason why this couldn't be 
extended further. There is a lot of knowledge in the club 
on many subjects and this should be an easy way to get 
answers. 
 

 

Items for sale or wanted  
 
If you have any items for sale, or if you are trying to find 
something, send me the details and I will put it in the 
next issue. 
 
FOR SALE 
 
Revolving Steb tail centre - £25  
I have a 1/2” MT2 revolving steb centre for sale, due to a 
mistake over Xmas presents. These make excellent 
centres, especially for offset and involuted work, giving 
very efficient work holding without any possibility of 
splitting the wood. 
Paul Bellamy 01543 472669 / editor@mswa.co.uk 
 
 
WANTED 
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Member Services  
 
A request was made at the AGM for a list of club member's 'expertise' and interests. This would be difficult to administer 
for various reasons but the committee suggested having a section where members could offer their abilities to other 
members, so here it is. I hope it will grow as more of you are prepared to offer help or advice to other members. 
 
I have not given telephone numbers or email addresses here as the newsletter is open to anyone on the 'net. I suggest 
you make contact at the club meetings or via a member of the committee  
 
Ron Dixon  Ron has many years experience in woodworking and can show you how to sharpen traditional hand saws 

He also owns a larger planer/ thicknesser and is happy to let members use it on their own timber. Editor's 
note: If you take up Ron's offer to use his planer, please make sure there are no foreign objects in your 
wood! 
Breaking news! Ron has just got a morticing machine  and his offer extends to that as well.  

 
Derek Pyatt  Derek has run his own tool supply business for many years but has now retired. However, he still has 

some spare parts for machinery e.g. drive belts. He is also able to supply spares and attachments for the 
obsolete Coronet brand. If you are looking for something, it would be worth having a chat with him. 
Unfortunately he can no longer supply bandsaw blades. 

 
Paul Bellamy  I have built up a lot of experience using eBay for buying and selling. It can be a great way to add to your 

tools but there are a few points to watch out for. If you need any help, please get in touch. My first tip is 
"just because it's on ebay, doesn't guarantee it's the best price". 

 
 
Ron Dixon has sent me another ‘email’. It is quite long but I believe will ring true with most of us. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL MY FRIENDS WHO WERE BORN IN THE 1930's 1940's, 50's, 60's 
and early 70's !  
 
First, we survived being born to mothers who drank while they carried us and lived in houses made of 
asbestos. 
They took aspirin, ate blue cheese, raw egg products, loads of bacon and processed meat, tuna from 
a can, and didn't get tested for diabetes or cervical cancer.. 
 
Then after that trauma, our baby cots were covered with bright coloured lead-based paints. 
 
We had no childproof lids on medicine bottles, doors or cabinets and when we rode our bikes, we 
had no helmets or shoes, not to mention, the risks we took hitchhiking. 
 
As children, we would ride in cars with no seat belts or air bags. 
 
We drank water from the garden hose and NOT from a bottle... 
 
Take away food was limited to fish and chips; no pizza shops, McDonalds , KFC, Subway or Nandos. 
 
Even though all the shops closed at 6.00pm and didn't open on the weekends, somehow we didn't 
starve to death! 
 
We shared one soft drink with four friends, from one bottle and NO ONE actually died from this. 
 
We could collect old drink bottles and cash them in at the corner store and buy  Toffees, 
Gobstoppers, Bubble Gum and some bangers to blow up frogs with.  
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We ate cupcakes, white bread and real butter and drank soft drinks with sugar in it, but we weren't 
overweight because...... 
 
WE WERE ALWAYS OUTSIDE PLAYING!! 
 
We would leave home in the morning and play all day, as long as we were back when the streetlights 
came on. 
 
No one was able to reach us all day. And we were O.K. 
 
We would spend hours building our go-carts out of old prams and then ride down the hill, only to find 
out we forgot the brakes. We built tree houses and dens and played in river beds with matchbox cars. 
 
We did not have Playstations, Nintendo Wii , X-boxes, no video games at all, no 999 channels on 
SKY , no video/DVD  films, no mobile phones, no personal computers, no Internet or Internet chat 
rooms..........WE HAD FRIENDS and we went outside and found them! 
 
We fell out of trees, got cut, broke bones and teeth and there were no lawsuits from these accidents. 
 
Only girls had pierced ears! 
 
We ate worms and mud pies made from dirt, and the worms did not live in us forever. 
 
You could only buy Easter Eggs and Hot Cross Buns at Easter time... 
 
We were given air guns and catapults for our 10th birthdays, 
 
We rode bikes or walked to a friend's house and knocked on the door or rang the bell, or just yelled 
for them! 
 
Mum didn't have to go to work to help dad make ends meet! 
 
RUGBY and CRICKET had tryouts and not everyone made the team. Those who didn't had to learn 
to deal with disappointment. Imagine that!! Getting into the team was based on MERIT   
 
Our teachers used to hit us with canes and gym shoes and bully's always ruled the playground at 
school. 
 
The idea of a parent bailing us out if we broke the law was unheard of. They actually sided with the 
law! 
 
Our parents didn't invent stupid names for their kids like 'Kiora' and 'Blade' and 'Ridge' and 'Vanilla'  
 
We had freedom, failure, success and responsibility, and we learned HOW TO DEAL WITH IT ALL ! 
 
And YOU are one of them! CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
You might want to share this with others who have had the luck to grow up as kids, before the 
lawyers and the government regulated our lives for our own good. And while you are at it, forward it 
to your kids so they will know how brave their parents were. 
 
PS -The big type is because your eyes are not too good at your age anymore  


