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Future Events  

 
12th. October – Axminster 
Major tool supplier opens store 
in Nuneaton. 
 
6th. Nov. – Club meeting  
Steve Heeley 
 
13/14th. Nov. - RS PASKIN 
Show,  KIDDERMINSTER  
Large shop based show. Record 
and other suppliers will be there. 
Free entry. 
 
20-22nd. November.  
The North of England 
Woodworking and Power Tool 
Show 
I have never been to this show 
but it seems to have an 
excellent reputation. And they 
are getting few and far between. 
Editor. 
 
 
 

 Club Competitions  
 
November Challenge cup  
A clock 
 
December Novice cup  
A tea light holder 
 
Premier Cup, January 2010  
A piece of abstract art!!! 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the Chairman  
 
As I put my thoughts to paper this month, I am mindful that we will be looking at 
2010 when we have our next committee meeting, a few days ahead of our 
November meeting and whilst the programme for demonstrations is just about 
wrapped up, the competitions have still to be set. I could be wrong, but it would 
seem that those competitions where the subject is reasonably straight forward 
produce the largest number of entries. The competitions for a gavel and block, 
also a mug tree, resulted in above average entries and would seem to me to be 
items that do not demand special tools nor yet other special equipment or skills. 
If any of you have thoughts on this, I would be pleased to hear from you and any 
suggestions for competition subjects. 
 
In my last notes I was able to tell you that we had raised a significant amount 
from the summer shows for charity and I can now confirm that a cheque for £278 
has been sent to the Stafford and District Multiple Sclerosis Society. To all of you 
who helped in our events this year, culminating in donations to this charity and 
also CHADS earlier in the year, well done and a big thank you. Whilst it is a 
commendable thing to have done, let’s be honest, we had a lot of fun doing it as 
well. 
 
This month’s demonstration by Mark Raby was, as I said at the time, a master 
class in finishing and really brought home the importance of this part of our 
turning. I, and I’m sure many others, spend a lot of time producing an article, 
then get a quick coat of sanding sealer on, followed by an oil or wax finish and 
rub up, but do ourselves a disservice in not achieving the optimum result that is 
possible with the right technique. Well, no excuses now, as we were shown 
exactly what to do to get that brilliant finish with whatever medium you choose. I 
have to say I have never yet seen any turner resort to using a tack cloth to 
ensure total freedom from dust when finishing, but it’s what you do if you want 
the ultimate result. The other aspect of Mark’s demonstration was the bold use 
of colour and not being afraid of running one colour over another to produce 
some unusual and stunning effects. It is not something I have done much of but I 
guess it won’t only be me trying it out in the near future. Whilst the demo 
seemed pretty comprehensive, apparently we have not seen all that Mark can 
show us and we hope to have him back again when he will show us some of the 
more unusual and special finishes that can be applied to turned work. Added to 
which we get the chance to top up on our finishing products, so here’s to the 
next time. 
 
John. 
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  Editor's scribblings  
 
It looks like my ‘scribblings’ last month have raised a lot of questions about use and maintenance of chainsaws. I won’t 
claim to be an expert on them but I did go on a course some years ago, so I can pass on some advice if you need it. 
However, the best advice I can give is to go on one of these courses. You will be amazed how much there is to know. 
And my course only dealt with trees on the ground and snedding (removing the branches of a felled tree), not the actual 
felling. I may be going back to learn how to do that next year! 
 
One other topic that may be of interest, I have finally got paid by my insurance company for the damage caused by the 
lightning strike. It pays to complain as they eventually paid double their initial offer, plus financial compensation for all the 
hassle, and they have repaid the excess! 
 
But there is a further word of warning, I have now found out that Barclays insurance, and some other banks and 
companies, are just agents for Aviva, so watch out if you are with them! They could be very bad news if you have to make 
a claim. 
 
On a more positive note, I really enjoyed this month’s demonstration by Mark Raby as I thought I was getting a good 
finish on my work but realised there was lots of room for improvement. Hopefully, future projects will look that much 
better! 
 
Paul 
 
 

What is it?  
 

Can you identify the object in the picture? My thanks to Ron Dixon who sent it in. 
Send your answer to me and the first person with the correct answer will have their name published in next month's 

newsletter. 
 

 
 
 

Last month's picture was a chainsaw sharpening depth gauge. Geoff Payne was the only person who actually identified 
the object which is a little worrying as I know there are several people with chainsaws in the club. Does that mean you are 

paying a ‘professional’ sharpening service, in which case, save yourself time and money and do it yourself. And your 
chain will last a lot longer! Or is it that there are a lot of ‘faulty’ chains out there? 

Chainsaw tip  
The depth gauge sets how deep the cutter bites into the timber, 
much like the iron adjustment on a wood plane works. Too shallow 
and you are wasting time and energy, with the worst case being a 
chain that won’t cut any wood at all. Too deep and you will have a 
vicious chain that could give massive kick back, since the depth 
gauge is one of the safety features of a chain. 
It is recommended to check the tooth depth every three or four 
sharpenings and I sharpen my chain every 20mins or so, of use. 
 

I have put a few web links for more information on chainsaw maintenance. Hope that helps everyone, and keep 
yourselves safe. 
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Driver’s advice from Ron Dixon  
 
A tip from a police driver - if a vehicle approaching you has an indicator flashing the only thing you can be sure of is that 
the bulb is all right. 
 
I am sure we have all fallen foul of that at some time, and I will admit, I have forgotten to cancel an indication on more 
than one occasion. Doh! 
 
Thanks Ron. Dare I ask if anyone else has any other ‘driving tips’? 
 
 

CHADS Apple pie competition  
 

Well we had the competition to make the trophy for CHADS in July, which resulted in joint winners; Dawn Hopley and Ron 
Dixon. Dawn turned the stand and Ron produced an ‘apple pie’, which fit on top. Well done to both of them for some 
excellent work. Now it was the turn of the members of CHADS to be judged on the real thing and the makers of the trophy 
were invited to do just that. Unfortunately Ron was on holiday so it was left to Dawn. Maybe Ron would like to judge next 
years event? 
 
On judgement day, Dawn brought some support, her Mum, and I discovered they both have a background in baking. 
There were nine apple pies to be judged and to ensure no bias, each was allocated a number, the room was cleared and 
Dawn and her Mum were left to do the judging/ sampling. Ok, so I had a taste as well!! 
 
With marks for appearance, pastry, texture, filling and of course, taste, it took some time to pick the winner but eventually 
that was deemed to be Adrian Baskerville. Adrian is the Chairman of CHADS and received the trophy from Dawn, after 
which all the apple pies were auctioned to raise funds for the charity. Well done to everyone who took part. I am already 
looking forward to next year’s event!! 
 
CHADS have three locations, including a large nature reserve overlooking the River Trent, close to the meeting rooms. 
They are always looking for new members for support. Annual membership is £6 for individuals. If you need any more 
information, please ask any of the MSWA committee members. 

           
The pies, judging, and Adrian receiving the trophy. 

 

  
Ron and Dawn’s trophy. 

Ron produced the pie, including the leaves and Dawn made the stand. A great combination.
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 Club information  
 
Your club committee for 2009 comprises:- 
 
Chairman - John Smith 
Tel. 01889 577380 Mob. 07976 913811 
Email: chairman@mswa.co.uk 
Secretary - Dawn Hopley 
Tel. 01543 878714 Mob. 07860 501379 
Email: secretary@mswa.co.uk 
Treasurer - Roy Fallows 
Tel. 01543 491826 
Email: treasurer@mswa.co.uk  
Assistant treasurer - Post vacant !!!!! 
Tel. 
Email: 
Events secretary - Geoff Payne 
Tel. 01543 480744 Mob. 07775 518769 
Email: events@mswa.co.uk 
Abrasives - Terry Gray 
Tel. 01889 576921 
Email: terry13@talktalk.net 
Raffle - Margaret Hill 
Tel. 01543 876187 
Email: margaret.hill@mswa.co.uk 
Newsletter editor - Paul Bellamy 
Tel. 01543 472669 Mob. 07946 980978 
Email: editor@mswa.co.uk 
Member's representatives 
Peter Worrall  
Tel. 01785 840370 
Email: worrall9pn@btinternet.com 
Ron Barnsley 
Tel. 01902 685754 Mob. 07760 474672 
Email: ronbarnsley@sky.com 
Please only use phone numbers if absolutely necessary. 
 
 

 

Next issue  
 
 
That said, articles, pictures etc. from any other members 
will help keep the newsletter going. After all it is YOUR 
newsletter. 

 Merchandise  
 

 Clothing  
 

The club has a selection of items for sale, all featuring 
the club name on a blue background. 
 
Sweatshirts (dark blue) £12.00 
T-shirts (light blue) £7.00 
Baseball caps £6.00  
 
The T-shirts are ideal for the workshop at this time of 
year; nice and cool, but they are also smart enough to 
wear down the high street. 
 
See John Smith at the club meetings if you would like to 
purchase any item of club clothing. 
 
 

 Abrasives  
 
If you need that finishing touch, Terry Gray has packs of 
Abranet, recommended by demonstrators and other club 
members, at £2.10 for a set of 7 sheets - 120 -600 grit. 
 

 Newsletter Archive on CD  
 
A CD is now available with all the newsletters for 2006, 
2007 and 2008, together with images of the original 
newsletters from '94-'98. The cost is £2.50, which 
includes a contribution to club funds. If you would like 
one, please let me know. Paul 
 

 Books and DVDs  
Just a reminder. The club has books and DVDs for hire. 
There is quite a selection and the fee helps support the 
club.  
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October competition  
 

This month was a turned bird box. Once again it is the Barton under Needwood turners setting the pace! 
  

 

 
First place – Dave Dawes 

 

   
 Second place – Tom Young Third place – Dave Neale 

 
Well done, and thanks to Gordon Fradley for judging, and for his critiques of them. 

 
Peter Callesen Artwork 2009  
I have featured work by this artist in earlier issues. This image is from his latest collection and I thought it was particularly 
relevant to us. The artist cuts out image from a sheet of paper but uses the pieces to form another part of the work. 
 

 
The Roots of Heaven, 2009  
Acid-free 120 gsm paper, glue, acrylic paint and wooden frame 107 x 107 x 13 cm 
Photo: Anders Sune Berg 
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Mark & Lisa Raby  
by Peter Worrall 
 
There is an old saying which  goes,  'Never judge a book by its cover'.  
Outward appearances con be very deceptive. Certainly when I was 
teaching at College, I very quickly became aware that students could 
not be summed up by looking at what clothes they wore or the style of 
their hair.  Outrageous is a word that often came to mind but that's the 
way students often are.  So, noting that the demonstration for the 3rd 
of October was to be about wood finishing, I confess that it did not 
inspire me to look forward to an exciting evening. How wrong I was!! 
  
Long before seven, Mark Raby was setting up his stand, so to speak, with lots of pre-prepared turned Items 
ready to show us how to get a good  -  no, an excellent finish, in our own workshops. His wife Lisa was also 
with him and was prepared to demonstrate her skills in Pyrography, should Mark run out of steam and leave 
her time to do so. 
 
We soon realised that the secret of achieving a top rate finish is to be prepared to concentrate on it even to 
the point of devoting more time to this aspect of our work that we do to doing the turning itself.  I noticed that 
Mark used exclusively the Abranet form of abrasives in the initial stages of sanding, going on to Webrax for 
the final touch.  He used  four colours of Webrax  -  grey, maroon, green and white and there is no doubt 
about it, the white gives a beautifully smooth final finish!  Mark was at pains to emphasise that it was most 
important to bear in mind the following two points. Namely, do not miss out any of the abrasive grades  -  it is 
no use trying to remove 180 grit scratches with 400 grit abrasive.  Abranet is good but not that good!  And 
secondly, take care to remove the dust from one abrasive, using tack cloth or a dry brush before going on to 
the next.  Try to avoid handling the wood with bare hands if you can because the grease from the skin, 
although minimal, can penetrate the wood. 
 
It must be said that these points seem obvious when you see them written down but many of us, I am sure, 
do cut corners from time to time. Anyway, Mark was chatting all the while telling us facts, figures and little 
anecdotes to keep our attention glued to the topic. 
 
When the wood is smoothed to perfection it can be either finished to a high polish or perhaps it could be 
coloured to add interest (and value!) and Mark demonstrated how to use spirit based dyes either singly or by 
mixing different shades for particular effects. Sometimes the final results can be unpredictable but this does 
not mean that they are not pleasing.  But if you are not pleased with the result, then do not worry. You can 
always sand it off and start again!  As far as colouring goes the following points were emphasised : apply the 
colours with a soft cloth, not Kitchen roll.  Spirit dyes are very fast drying so it is important to work quickly but 
you can merge colours quite easily.. 
 
It looked easy when Mark was doing it but as with most skills, a little practise is usually required before you 
can call yourself competent so it is good advice to practice on some spare pieces before you tackle a prize 
specimen that you have spent hours turning. But do remember, even when practising wood staining, you 
must achieve a first class finish first in order to see the best effect.  After colouring, the piece must then be  
sealed  just as it would be  if it was not coloured. In other words, spirit dying is not a complete 'finish' in itself. 
 
Giving  a clear, durable finish to any piece of turning is what makes a good piece of turning stand out from 
the rest, and there are several variations on a theme here. Do we use sanding sealer or Melamine lacquer  
Do we use friction polish or soft paste wax Do we use Carnauba wax to achieve durability.  These are the 
decisions that we have to make for ourselves at the time . There is no one finish that serves all situations.  
One thing is certain. Mark mentioned them all  and described the pros and cons of each - and how to apply 
them. 
 
Towards the end of his talk he went to great lengths to emphasise certain aspects of safety. Yes, I know that 
Health and Safety can be a bit of a bore but not here. Food safety is vital to anyone who is making, say, 
salad bowls, platters, etc., and child safety is important if the items you make are intended for children to play 
with, so using the correct product is most important.  Also safety in the workshop. Did you know that in 
certain circumstances, cloths that have been used to apply oil to finished work can become self combustible?  
And wire wool can ignite if a spark from the grinder should land on it? Very worrying points and Mark dealt 
with them all. 
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It was very noticeable that during the entire demo - and it lasted about two and a half hours the audience 
were very attentive, proving that finishing can be interesting.  To this end, I am sure that in large part, it was 
down to the precise, knowledgeable and amusing way that Mark presented his topic.  Thank you Mark,   
Oh, I almost forgot about Lisa!  She sat very patiently  through the demo and  dealt with purchases of 
Mylands finishing products which she had brought along with her. And what about the Pyrography?  No time 
I am afraid but perhaps on another occasion. 
 
Thank you both for a very interesting and enjoyable evening 
 
 
PS. Record Power are now distributors of Mylands finishes. Local (?) agents are Paskins in Kidderminster 
and Jaymac (The Toolshop) in Derby. 

 
 
 
 

Scottish wildlife in need of help!  
 

 
 

Now is anyone considering getting a beaver for a pet? 
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Turning tips  
 
This section is for any tips or advice you would like to 
pass on to other members. It doesn't matter what it is, if 
you discovered something you found useful, that you 
think may benefit others, please pass it on. 
 
 

Useful websites  
 
There is a lot of information available on the internet but 
some is better than others. If you come across any 
useful sites, please let me know and I will publish them 
here. 
 
The following are worth a look :- 
 
Info. on Mylands woodturning finishes, 
http://www.myland.co.uk/turning.html#1 
 
An insight into our December demonstrator, Frans 
Brown 
http://www.fransbrown.co.uk/ 
 
And next month’s demonstrator, Steve Heeley 
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk/ 
 
A video using a chainsaw depth gauge 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1tWvXk3iiY 
 
And a guide on sharpening chains by Oregon 
http://www.oregonchain.com/faq.htm#sharpening 
 
Or for those of you who prefers saws without an engine 
http://www.getwoodworking.com/news/article.asp?a=5326 
 
And finally, if you have any unwanted tools, Tools with a 
Mission helps people all over the world support themselves. 
http://www.twam.co.uk/home.html 
 
 
   
 
WANTED 
 
Small to medium sized bandsaw – Ty Kerr  
 
Ty is looking for a bandsaw for preparing bowl blanks. If 
anyone has one, or knows of one, for sale. However, 
due to recent events, please get in touch with me, not 
direct with Ty. Thanks, Paul Bellamy

Questions and answers  
 
This section is an opportunity for members to ask 
questions for other members to answer, primarily about 
woodturning but I see no reason why this couldn't be 
extended further. There is a lot of knowledge in the club 
on many subjects and this should be an easy way to get 
answers. 
 
Yew – poisonous or not?  
I have had a reply from Dr. Peter Thomas of Keele 
University. He says “all parts of the tree (except the red 
aril around the seed) are poisonous, including the wood.  
Pliny stated that wine from hip-flasks made of yew wood 
would poison travellers but if a bowl is polished or 
varnished I could not see there being any problem if 
used, say, as a fruit bowl.  The responsible chemical is 
primarily the alkaloid taxine which is soluble in alcohol 
but sparingly in water, hence the problem of storing the 
wine.  I wouldn't store liquids in a yew bowl but for most 
purposes there should be no problem. Rest easy!” 

 

Items for sale or wanted  
 
If you have any items for sale, or if you are trying to find 
something, send me the details and I will put it in the 
next issue. 
 
FOR SALE 
 
Record Power CL2 lathe, with scroll chuck and 
Record Power stand – updated!  
 
I am selling this on behalf of a friend. He has had to give 
up woodworking following two knee operations. It is 
about six years old but in brand new condition and is 
one of the English castings, not the more recent Chinese 
imports. 
Record don’t market this lathe any more but it falls 
between the CL1 and CL3 so he has priced it at £350. 
Features:- ¾ Hp motor, 36” bed, 12” swing, MT1 tapers. 
The chuck is from Charnwood. It has a dedicated ¾ x 
16TPI thread, set of standard jaws and a screw insert, 
and has indexing holes in the body. Selling for £55 
The stand is the RPLB 24-48 Lathe Bench which alone 
retails at £150 so this package is a real bargain. 
I would keep it myself except I just got a Nova DVR. 
I have got pictures of the lathe before we dismantled it. 
Email me if you would like to see them. Will sell 
separately or looking for around  £500 for the lot. Paul 
Bellamy. 
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Member Services  
 
A request was made at the AGM for a list of club member's 'expertise' and interests. This would be difficult to administer 
for various reasons but the committee suggested having a section where members could offer their abilities to other 
members, so here it is. I hope it will grow as more of you are prepared to offer help or advice to other members. 
 
I have not given telephone numbers or email addresses here as the newsletter is open to anyone on the 'net. I suggest 
you make contact at the club meetings or via a member of the committee  
 
Ron Dixon  Ron has many years experience in woodworking and can show you how to sharpen traditional hand saws 

He also owns a larger planer/ thicknesser and is happy to let members use it on their own timber. Editor's 
note: If you take up Ron's offer to use his planer, please make sure there are no foreign objects in your 
wood! 
Breaking news! Ron has just got a mortising machine  and his offer extends to that as well.  

 
Derek Pyatt  Derek has run his own tool supply business for many years but has now retired. However, he still has 

some spare parts for machinery e.g. drive belts. He is also able to supply spares and attachments for the 
obsolete Coronet brand. If you are looking for something, it would be worth having a chat with him. 
Unfortunately he can no longer supply bandsaw blades. 

 
Paul Bellamy  I have built up a lot of experience using eBay for buying and selling. It can be a great way to add to your 

tools but there are a few points to watch out for. If you need any help, please get in touch. My first tip is 
"just because it's on ebay, doesn't guarantee it's the best price". 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Job definition  
 

A man in a hot air balloon, realising he was lost, reduced altitude and spotted a woman below. He descended further and 
shouted to the lady "Excuse me, can you help me? I promised a friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I don't know 
where I am" 
 
The woman below replied, "You're in a hot air balloon, hovering approximately 30 feet above the ground. You're between 
40 and 41 degrees north latitude and between 59 and 60 degrees west longitude." 
 
"You must be in IT," said the balloonist. 
 
"Actually I am," replied the woman, "How did you know?" 
 
"Well," answered the balloonist, "everything you have told me is technically correct but I've no idea what to make of your 
information and the fact is I'm still lost. Frankly, you've not been much help at all. If anything, you've delayed my trip." 
 
The woman below responded, "You must be in Management." 
 
"I am," replied the balloonist, "but how did you know?" 
 
"Well," said the woman, "you don't know where you are or where you're going. You have risen to where you are due to a 
large quantity of hot air . You made a promise, which you've no idea how to keep, and you expect people beneath you to 
solve your problems. The fact is you are in exactly the same position you were in before we met, but now, somehow, it's 
my fault. It’s not, it is yours!" 
 


